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The weir spilling after the excellent rains — 1987 /88 season. March 1988. 


Water 


The old Bushtick gold mine, above which the school has 
developed, was always considered by miners tobe drierthan most. 
Then in the fifties, years after it had been abandoned, water 
gradually seeped in and rose through the galleries and stopes. The 
young school above exploited this convenient source to make and 
maintain the splendid playing fields and gardens which, particu- 
larly from the air, stand out as a vivid green oasis for most of the 
year. T'aps in the old days at Falcon were painted red or blue. The 
blue denoted filtered drinking water which used to be drawn from 
three boreholes andthe Lungariver. Thesupply from the boreholes 
ran out in the sixties and that from the river dwindled sadly. The 
mine water, now analysed, was found to be satisfactory after all, 
but very hard. As this was the only water available the reason for 
the peeling paint on the taps was forgotten. During the succession 
of drought years more recently, the level in the mine dropped to 
an alarmingly low depth in spite of its considerable volume. There 
are twelve levels and some of the galleries extend for two or three 
kilometres beneath us. Since 1985 the pumps, reservoirs and 
reticulation have been maintained by Mr John Gass, a local 
farmer and small-worker in the valley. His hard work and 
extraordinary skill have ensured our supply ever since. His work 
frequently takes him underground and is often at most inconven- 
ient times. Most of the consumers take both the water, and the 
engineer who delivers it, for granted. When the situation became 
really desperate a year ago Mr Gass negotiated with the Red Rose 
Mine authorities down the valley and moved the old Lunga 
pipeline to take their surplus to boost our dwindling supply. Like 
everyone else we still hope for good rains to relieve the longer term 
storage problem but we aresurviving. As we head towardstheend 
of the twentieth century, improved education and communica- 
tions systems have made human survival a broader issue. Hopes 
for global peace are perhaps higher than ever now, but nature 
needs every assistance we can afford to give her, so that we can 
try to repair some of the damage we have done and provide our 
population with its bare necessities, the first of which is water. 
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Staff List — Third Term, 1991 


Headmaster: P.N. TODD, H.P.T.C. (Rhodes) 
Second Master: 1.K. STEWART, B.A. (Rand), T.T.D. 
Senior Master: Dr R.J. HOOLE, D. Litt.et Phil., M.A.(S.A.), BSc., U.E.D. (Natal) 
A.T.C.L. 

G. ARMSTRONG, M.A. (Edin), Dip.Ed. (Oxon) 

A.C. BANCROFT, Dip.Ed. (T.T.C., London) 

Mrs Y. BASSON, T.C. (U.Z.). 

R.B. BREBNER, B.A. (Hons), Grad.C.E. (U.Z.) 

Miss B. BUCKLEY, B.A. (Wits) 

A.B. CHAUKE, B.A. Grad.C.E. (U.Z.) 

Mrs E.M. CUMMING, B.A. (S.A.) 

M.A. CUMMING, U.E.D. (Rhodes) 

J.M. DUNPHY, B.A. (Hons) (Oxon) 

D.J. FLEMING, B.A., U.E.D. (Rhodes) 

Mrs G.E. GASS, B.A., U.E.D. (Natal) 

R.W. GASS, T.C. (T.T.C.), B.Ed, M.Ed. (U.Z.) 

R.K. GRACIE, B.Sc., U.E.D. (8.A.) 

D. GRANT, 


R.B. HARRISON, B.A. (Hons) (Dunelm) 
R.R. HARTLEY, B.A. (Natal), Grad.C.E. (U.Z.) 
Miss A.G. HOGAN, B.A., HDE (Natal) 
Mrs S.A. HOOLE, B.A. (U.C.T.) 
Mrs S.M. JACKSON, B.A. (Hons) (Stellenbosch), Dip. de Langue (Paris) 
T. KHUMALO, B.A., (Dip.Ed. (U.S.L.) 
G.A. MACDONALD, B.A. (Hons) (Natal), P.C.E. (London), F.R.G.S. 
Mrs H.A. MACDONALD, B.A. (U.C.T.), P.C.E. (London) 
E.J. MARAIS, B.Sc, S.T.D. (U.C.T.) 
Mrs M. MARAIS, B.Sc. (U.C.T.) 
A.G. MARGERISON, L.R.S.M., L.T.C.L., Dip.F.E. (Nice), Dip.de Langue (Paris) 
T. MATATU, B.Sc., (U.B.L.S.), Grad.C.E. (U.Z.) 
I.R. MAYGER, Dip. Ed. (T.T.C., London) 
M.J. RENAHAN, B.A., H.D.E. (Rhodes) 
L.M. REYNOLDS, C.Ed., Dip,Phys.Ed. (Hons) (Loughborough) 
A.A. TAYLOR, N.D.D., A.T.D. (London) 
P.G. WESTWOOD, B.Sc. (Hons) (U.C.T.) 
Bursar: W.P. COSTELLO 
Assistant Bursar: Mrs P.J.M. COSTELLO 
Sanatorium Sisters: Mrs M. FOLLWELL, S.R.N., S.C.M. 
Mrs B.A. REYNOLDS, S.R.N., 8.C.M. 
School Doctor: Dr M.F. HODGES, B.Sc., M.B., Ch.B 
Caterer: A.J. McINTOSH 
Estate Manager: J.W.T. POSSELT 
Clerk of Works: H. BEUKES 
Bushtick Mine: J.G. GASS 
Housekeeper: V. MASUKU 
Librarian: Mrs S.A. HOOLE, B.A. (U.C.T.) 
Bursar's Secretary: Mrs J. BANCROFT 
Bursar's Clerk: Mrs C.M. WEEDEN 
Headmaster's Secretary: Mrs A.F. ALLEN 


Prefects 

Chubb — M.J. KAULBACK, T.M. LEHER, P.J. MILLIGAN, W. RWASOKA, 
R.D.J. STUART 

Founders — I.M. CONOLLY, K.J. UDALL, A.R. WHITTALL, D.J. DELMAINE 

George Grey — D.G. CARLE, L.K. CROCKETT, G.H. DRUMMOND, B.D. 
FLETCHER, M. PIETERS 

Hervey — S.R. DORAN, G.C.J. DUBE, L. TRIEGAARDT, B.K. LAMONT- 
STEEL 

Oates — |.D. FUTTER, C.N. HILL, L.G. KUTTNER, P.R. MUSGRAVE, 
J.P. RAWSTORNE 

Tredgold — C.F.B. HENDRIE, M.A. HOMANN, O.W. KOMEN, C.B. 
MCNALLY. 


College Prefects 


LRJ. MOODIE — HeadofSchool L.SCHEEPERS — Head of Tredgold 
K.R. BOYE — HeadofChubb T.M. MATUMBIKE — Library Prefect 
P.G. WOODHOUSE — Head of Founders I.M. CONOLLY — Chapel Prefect 
P.J. WIGHAM — HeadofGeorge H.S.M. 

Grey USHEWOKUNZE — Tuckshop Prefect 
G.D.R. STEWART — Headof Hervey R.E. KUIPERS — Prefect in-charge 
A.G. BRUCE — Head of Oates extra-mural 


activities 


COLLEGE PREFECTS 1991 
Left to right 
(Back row) T.M. MATUMBIKE, P.G. WOODHOUSE, A.G. BRUCE, ILM. CONOLLY, 
G.D.R. STEWART, H.S.M. USHEWOKUNZE (MANGU) 
(Front row) P.J. WIGHAM, I.R.J. MOODIE, THE HEADMASTER, L. SCHEEPERS, 
K.R. BOYE. 


School Notes 


In January Mr Renahan was appointed Housemaster of Hervey, having returned 
from his exchange year in Auckland. Mr Bancroft arrived with his family after a long 
spell in business to resume maths teaching and he will be pioneering the new technical 
graphics course this year. Miss Hogan and Mr Sorflaten also joined the teaching staff. 
Mr Armstrong's Form One initiative courses began, eliciting his sobering report printed 
in the Societies section. As usual first term was disrupted by the late return of the new 
Lower Sixth boys but they soon settled down to work. The 'O' level results (five or more 
passes: 90%) were most satisfactory but the 'A’ levels (two or more passes: 80%) were 
again slightly disappointing mainly because some of the candidates who entered were 
not really suitable. To encourage greater academic efforts, lower and higher internal 
scholarships were offered, the winners receiving a special scholarship tie. There was 
to have been the usual] annual expedition with Natural History Museum scientists but 
the response from the boys was so poor that it had to be postponed. At the end of the 
term Mr Hare left and went to assist in the University of Capetown's maths faculty. Mrs 
Robinson left to have her second daughter, Jacqueline, who was born early in August. 
On April Ist Sarah Westwood was born and Emma Hartley was born on June 10th 
closely followed by Angela Kumalo on June 19th, to complete the quintet of staffbirths 
this year Rodney Gass arrived on November 4th. 


At the beginning of the Second Term the new members of staff who arrived were Mr 
Chauke, who brought his family, and Mr Grant. During the term the College was 
particularly successful in a wide variety of activities. Craig Hendrie came second and 
Andrew Whittall third in the Old Mutual Maths Olympiad, a competition entered by 
about a thousand candidates from all over the country. (Both have secured places at 
British Universities: Craig at Oxford and Andrew at Cambridge). Then came the 
national final of the Lions' Quiz which was won by the College for the first time with 
a team consisting of Gregory Dube, William McEntaggart and Andrew Rawlins. The 
Musical Concert which has become a regular feature in the winter took place with the 
combined choirs of Girls' College and Falcon with some items presented by talented 
musicians. ‘his year's play, Wole Soyinka's The Lion and the Jewel was refreshingly 
different. It is reviewed elsewhere in this issue. At the end of the term Mr Sorflaten left 
for personal family reasons. 


The busy ‘Third Term was marred by Mr Todd's painful illness. Everybody rallied 
round but his guiding hand was sorely missed especially at the annual prize-giving 
ceremony. Noteworthy events were the Interhouse Singing competition, the House 
plays, House suppers and the more formal Leavers’ dinner. All the guests were 
delighted to see the convalescent headmaster at the top table, especially as it was his 
birthday. The speeches were particularly good this year. The annual Carol Service was 
a delightful occasion in which the large, keen choir excelled itself. 


This year was remarkable for material improvements. A brand-new 70-seater DAF 
bus arrived to solve most of the transport problems and several new buildings were 
erected. After some frustrating delays in the delivery of materials, the new Resource 
centre, two bachelor houses and one of the retirement cottages were finished to provide 
many people with much needed elbow-room. 


Falcon may have gained a lot this year but it has also suffered some heavy losses. 
Dr and Mrs Hoole have left to take up senior posts at the International School in 
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Bophuthatswana, Mr Westwood has gone with his family to Bishops’ in Cape Town, Mrs 
Basson has returned to Bulawayo, Mr Costello left after illness and Mrs Allen, the 
head's secretary moved to a more distant farm. 


Mr Aust, the new Bursar and Mrs Aust, the new headmaster's secretary are already 
in harness. Mr Fleming has stepped down as Housemaster of Founders in order to take 
up his new post as Senior Master (Admin), Mr Mayger succeeded him in Founders. Mr 
Macdonald has also been appointed to a post of Senior Master. 


Prospects for rain and water storage at the time of going to press are extremely 
gloomy. We can only pray and hope. 


Chapel Notes 


Psalm 107 v 1 says “Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good”. As another year ends 
the Christian Group at Falcon can once again give thanks to God for he has shown 
throughout 1991 that he is indeed good. Being a good Christian at a boarding school is 


certainly not easy but God is faithful to those who seek to serve Him and, amid some . 


inevitable disappointments, it has been good to see a lot of boys growing as Christians, 
many being appointed to positions of responsibility within the College as prefects or 
sports captain for example. We are also most grateful to the Reverend John Fuller and 
Father Victor, the Anglican and Roman Catholic Parish priests for their regular visits 
to celebrate communion services and weekly masses. 


Perhaps the major development of the year was the need to move the venue of the 
Wednesday night Midweek Service from the library to the more suitable chapel, mainly 
because we had too many coming to fit into the library and needed more room. We are 
very fortunate to have such a high standard of speakers at Falcon and in Matabeleland 
— or even further afield — who come out to Falcon to speak at Midweek or School 
Services. It is no wonder that Midweck is such a popular event. In First Term we had 
a look at The Ten Commandments and how they still applied to us in the Twentieth 
Century. Then we had some Lessons from the Psalms through Second Term and in 
Third Term a very challenging series and some particularly good talks on the various 
Calls of Jesus. By way of variety we were also visited by the Covenant Players, an 
international acting group, who performeda few skits and also Youth Harvest, a drama/ 
music group from South Africa, both of whom, through acting and humour and 
entertainment, gave a clear Christian message. At the end of the year the Form 3 
Christian Group presented 'Midweek' using slides to illustrate various Bible verses. 


The Christian Group Bible Studies for the various years of the school continue to 
meet on Sunday evenings, some led by members of staff, others by a willing and capable 
team of senior boys. The assistance of these boys and the work of the House Reps are 
most valuable and appreciated. Likewise, the guitar playing of Jason Elliott, Sunu 
Gonera and Jeremy Heathcote at Midweek and Evening Prayer is a great asset. Indeed 
there are many people whose contributions are easy to take for granted but which are 
vital even if it is 'only' collecting the over-head projector or looking after the Christian 
book library. 


Back in First Term, we had another successful weekend away at Willow Park. In 
Second Term the annual Anglican Confirmation service took place while the Roman 
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Catholic Confirmation was held in Third Term. Of course, the end of the year saw the 
annual Carol Service with items from the choir and congregational hymns. Throughout 
the year, during the holidays, many Falcon boys have attended the Zambezi Holidays 
camps at Ruzawi, superb holidays with a very natural Christian element to them. 


Music Notes 


There has been a wide variety of musical activities at Falcon this year. Our termly 
Musical Evenings have included some excellent performancés by pupils who have made 
vast progress. Dr Hoole shall be sorely missed for his constant contributions to the 
Musical Evenings. 


Of the eleven candidates who entered the Associated Board of the Royal Schools of 
Music (London) Practical Examinations, ten were successful. 


Our newly-formed orchestra, which consists of orchestral instruments only, gave its 
first performance in the Third Term. Unfortunately, owing to lack of time and 
equipment, the Falcon Band was able to perform only once this year. However, we have 
further plans for the New Year. 


I have been encouraged by the increasingly positive attitude which the boys have 
shown towards Music at Falcon, and I look forward to the day when Music is fully 
established and thoroughly enjoyed by everyone at school. 


A.G.M. 
THE CHOIR 


The Choir took part in several successful performances this year, one of which 
included participating for the first time in many years in the Massed Choirs Carol 
Concert in Bulawayo. As the choir had grown to eighty-eight members in the first term, 
it was necessary Lo reduce the number of members to seventy-five in order to maintain 
quality and not only quantity. While the choir's recitals might have been successful, it 
has not been an easy task training the boys. The Choir only meets for two rehearsals 
per week during the evening, yet not once this year have I had the full Choir present 
at the beginning ofeach practice session. This has proved frustrating to our accompanist, 
the boys who attend promptly, and to myself. However, I am certain that this problem 
will be resolved next year, thus allowing the Choir to reach the very high standard of 
which it is capable. 


Drama 


“THE LION AND THE JEWEL” 


A Play by Wole Soyinka 
Presented by Falcon College with the help of Girls’ College 


CHARACTERS 


MO WS Vin ae; BONG iacaile cc sia tasdsasseses ence ceuntinesirsiecansussane octulscsseantaieeee Tunga Mashungu 
IGATUIIEE) SCHOG) MOAGCH CF oo: cissastenss) ce nassoicchsionalseaesusslouhen wiaaereaarenins Thembani Togwe 


BAROKAthe “Bale! of Mnanjimle: ons. scan csccocsnsraswansnnensasancasdaessasiomissciaienwaies Jerry Mangadi 
SADIKU His Head Wife ... Thabani Mlilo 


TEE AN ORIG B ih eiarsiecvenceldinems is eon tniost Venlo nsiANGnnOSSdaafde venice alctivancdeenmucean oot Grant Chonzi 
PANS VEER Es GLI DR arctica et ne Desa Se nro cn A RN tcc Itseng Kwelagobe 
PEAS TORNADO, Ey secre cuttaies 4s ra tocar a salad SU coche eee sate Sait AU Sute os Michael Chase 
St Qtr)” wivessonssa'ssscssnesvsanduanunssven sean vouavovndalSabodd vasa urement osvanesinivea visnead Mpiyesizwe Ndebele 
Das Ot]  jaceuevanersievcetautocav vos s evan usin’ dons tond suscklin  hasieradveabin weeahare stay Csaba Calvin Manduna 
OMA BalTel gr acereey neneatie sso uneuadene oh exo aounan ona erlomeraiuse-vorwieercnanetacsh bine renwal Melusi Sibanda 


MORE VILLAGE GIRLS: DANCERS, MUMMERS: Nyengeterai Chaparanganda, 
Nosikhali Mkandla, Nonhlanhla Hlabangana, Arentha Moyo, Rachel Mandirahwe, 
Sidhiwe Mpofu, Pelvina Manduna, Siobahn Ngozo, Deajury Maningi, Raquel Patsika, 
Zibusiso Mazibuko, Nyorovai Tanyanyiwa. 


MEN VILLAGERS: CONVICTS, CHIEF'S ATTENDANTS, TRADERS: Zahid Gaj, 
Tongai Ndavambi, Tawona Machiri, Marvin Nylander, Tichakunda Mandivenga, 
Rudolph Orange, Tamuka Matemba, Laone Orufheng, Mwelisi Mkwananzi, Justice 
Sibanda, Tamsanqa Mpala, Badete Tibone. 


ROM PAT cs sutoncpnadine sopaiesnsGndessasessasassekeas wisthansaagesancsbasa doneasyepososigcs comtastss Vengai Mashungu 
MARIIMIBAS: cscconec srsans ceesuntaveressseressensansenmacnencs Juannittah Kamera, Nomasiko Ndebele 
TOFRIGINIS sscantcentosmuenseutnes temunnieeernn uneeuramumosts John Dube, Petros Malunga 


CO SIRUINTES: so ese cerersvsvairenwrsenervecnscny gaesasey eee caes evmaniee tees etommesemnentoceneayeeneh Mrs S. Todd 
SET CONSTRUCTION ... “ani Sibanda, John Dube 
MEUSIG Alec VAS ORE sesesscoacacouivnainsesaaisks gtacshceceteas ic anacaaacteye eget paste Angus Margerison 


PRODUCER, SET & COSTUME DESIGNER ........cccccseessesereseteeeeneneees Alan Taylor 


The Translations of the chants and songs from Yoruba were by courtesy of the High 
Commissioner of Nigeria to Zimbabwe and thence from English to SiNdebele by 
Gcinisizwe Ndebele (who also appears as the old man in the virility dance). 


THE LION AND THE JEWEL 
by Wole Soyinka 


The Lion and the Jewel by Wole Soyinka would probably never have found its way 
to the Falcon stage had it not been an O level set text, and in many ways this would have 
been a pity. The production was highly successful, and the enthusiasm and enjoyment 
of the cast in their acting was always apparent. Perhaps one ought not to look for too 
much in this play: to quote Raymond Brown, Senior Lecturer in English at the University 
of Zimbabwe, “clearly it is not a play that will stand up to deep probing into character 
and motive”. The most obvious serious theme dealt with by Soyinka is the conflict 
between the values of traditional African culture and the West, and the medium he uses 
to expose the conflict is the proverbial love triangle, in which two men vie for the hand 
of a young woman. A central issue in this particular love triangle is sexual potency, with 
virility being associated with cultural worth. 


There are four central characters: Sidi, the young woman at the centre of the 
controversy; Lakunle, a young school teacher espousing Western values; Baroka, the 
elderly leader of the village, representing traditional values; and Sadiku Baroka's 
head wife. The most successful of these was Sadiku, played by Thabani Mlilo. Sadiku in 
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Mlilo's hands became a mature woman of the world, experienced in the ways of men. 
There was no hint of masculinity in deportment or speech, and her vindictiveness in the 
scene in which she exposed and mocked Baroka’s impotence was thoroughly convincing. 
Her rapid turns between evil laughter and malicious commentary displayed a perfect 
control and understanding of the use of facial expression to convey a wealth of meaning. 


If the other three characters were less successfully presented, they did not detract 
from the overall success of the play. Baroka was a serious, contemplative leader, 
carefully plotting his stratagems to win Sidi. From this point of view Jerry Mangadi's 
portrayal of Baroka was convincing; where it was rather less so was in the important 
seduction scene. Perhaps he was preoccupied with the audience's response to the static 
wrestling hold, but much of Soyinka’s verse was delivered perfunctorily here, without 
any sense of conveying its meanings. Was the playwright to blame? The wrestling was 
a decidedly clumsy device, unnecessary, | thought, used to convey the idea that Sidi was 
trespassing in Baroka's private, male-orientated world. 


Thembani Togwe played the school teacher, Lakunle. One member of staffobserved 
that Lakunle was almost a caricature of Togwe, and I think there was a good deal of truth 
in this. He generally handled the high-flow language ofhis part well, although there were 
moments when he tended towards parody, which was not, I think, Soyinka’s intention. 
Nevertheless, treating the part in this way provided much clever humour over and above 
that originating in the script. 


Undoubtedly the most demanding role was that of Sidi, played by Tunga Mashungu 
— but only demanding in that it was given to a boy actor. For me, Mashungu never 
became Sidi, but remained Mashungu playing Sidi, even given a good measure of 
Coleridge's “willing suspension of disbelief” which drama demands. Having said that, I 
hasten to add that there were many good moments in this part, and in the opening scene 
the debate between Lakunle and Sidi came off well. 


For the rest of the play it was obvious that Mr Taylor had gone to enormous trouble 
to bring together the diverse forces required to make the production a success. There 
were many attempts to bring the message of the play closer to home, such as the natural 
substitution of ‘lobola’ for Soyinka's ‘bride-price’. Other changes gained cheap laughs, 
but were not always in character — would the dignified Bale have used slang? 


One should not underestimate the skill required in getting the large number of non- 
speaking parts required by Soyinka to function properly. Mime and dance are not 
necessarily easier simply because there are no words — if anything they are more 
difficult dramatic media to master. This production was outstanding in the number of 
excellent character portrayals in parts often requiring less than one or two minutes' 
acting. The Bale in his youth, prime and old age; the wrestler; the surveyor; the traders, 
dancers and mummers — al] contributed significantly to the end result. The set and 
costumes were simple but effective, sufficient to remind us of the rural setting without 
distracting our attention from the important issues unfolding in word and action. A good 
deal of thought had gone into the musical aspects of the play, andit was a great pleasure 
to hear live performances, especially in the dancing sequences, which would have been 
much the poorer had the ubiquitous ghetto blaster found its way into the wings. 


Inall, this was another production of which Falcon can be proud, going far beyond the 
mere familiarisation of the O level Literature candidates with one of their texts. 


R.J.H. 


INTER-HOUSE ONE-ACT PLAYS 


This year produced an unusually good crop of plays, showing much evidence that 
producers and actors had gone to considerable trouble in what are always rather hurried 
productions. Perhaps one point should be noted by future producers in this competition, 
and that is that it takes a good deal of experience to both produce and act ina play, and 
with no fewer than five of the six plays having player-producers, it was clear that 
something in the way of acting or producing was going to suffer. There were certainly 
good points in all productions, although none was completely free of the anxious pauses 
so common in amateur drama, during which actors desperately fish for the next line, or 
try to extricate themselves from the repeating loop of dialogue they seem to have been 
caught in. 


“A Fishy Business”, produced by F. Paunganwa of George Grey, was too long, and the 
shuffling of the audience indicated this, as well as the fact that much of the dialogue was 
lost either through poor diction or too-rapid delivery. There was a good deal of 
improvisation on the part of the producer, playing George, and not all of this was in 
keeping with the dialogue which the playwright used for the remaining characters. The 
partly drawn stage curtains obscured some of the action, and detracted from what was 
otherwise a perfectly adequate set. 


The small cast of “The Oak Settle”, produced by S. Leher of Chubb, responded well 
to each other on the stage, and there were some impressive attempts at North Country 
and American accents. A. Macdonald of Hervey chose “Hamlet in Modern Rush”, and this 
was a wise choice, as, being a send-up of Shakespeare's play, it lent itself to amateur 
acting, providing slapstick for those who needed it, and the opportunity of good acting 
for those who were able. The costumes in this production were very good, but it suffered 
from a good deal of acting in the darkness of the unlit apron. 


By far the most impressive set was to be found in S. Gonera’s production of “The Man 
in the Bowler Hat” for Tredgold. Indeed, this was the most successful schoolboy 
production of this hardy annual that I have seen, with a good deal of very natural acting 
interspersed with just the right amount of clowning. Also to the producer's credit was 
the appearance of footlights which enabled players to use the apron without disappear- 
ing into darkness. The episode of recounting the London stations with hat-boxes was 
tedious in the extreme, as this was prolonged into an interminable loop —nobody seemed 
able to get back to the script. 


The most imaginative set was in Founders’ “Santa Maria” produced by G. Macdonald, 
and although not all the acting was as successful as the set, there were some good 
moments. I could not help feeling, though, that some characters were wrongly cast — 
there were some singularly unconvincing rebels (perhaps surprising, in a boys’ school!). 
The Oates version of “Bringing out Your Dead” was produced by D. Kendall, and he 
decided to introduce a local flavour by transferring the action to Esigodini's clinic, with 
many references to the various Why Nots of the village. This was largely successful as 
far as it went, but did not rescue the production from its rather strange and inadequate 
set, and paucity of props. 


The adjudicators were unanimous in their decision to give the competition to 
Tredgold, who also won the cup for the best technical production: I think all who saw the 
play could have no hesitation in agreeing. T. Dillon (Tredgold) as John won the cup for 
the best actor, while B. Pohl as Ophelia in Hervey's “Hamlet in Modern Rush” and M. 
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Gibbs in Tredgold's “The Man in the Bowler Hat” were the joint winners of the cup for 
the best character actor. 


Prize Giving 


HEADMASTER'S ADDRESS — 17th OCTOBER, 1991 


This day is one of special significance in the history of the College for it is the first that 
we have been addressed by our new Board Chairman. Mr John Hendrie is the son of a 
founder member of the College and an Old Boy, and the father ofa Falcon pupil. Surely, 
this must have significance in the ensuring of continuity and tradition. 


Whilst welcoming John to this position, I would also like to make mention of his 
predecessor, Mr Mick Davis, who, for better or for worse, was largely instrumental in 
my appointment to Falcon, and! shall remain indebted to him for his warm, genuine and 
personal interest in the affairs of the College. I do not believe that many of you are fully 
aware of the tremendous debt of gratitude Falcon owes him. 


A welcome to my Colleagues from other schools who have given up their valuable time 
to join us this morning. This is always a special day in the Calendar for me to have the 
chance to see so many of our parents — I know the day does not provide me with an 
opportunity to speak individually to you all but it is important for me to see you here 
sharing in what isundoubtedly the most important day ofthe year. Thank you all for your 
efforts. 


Speech Day is really something of an anomaly - it is a little like the AGM of the 
Company Shareholders where clients and customers want to know what sort of dividend 
has been earnedon their investments but on the other hand, it is very different, for today 
we all take pride in OTHER people's “products” who may have achieved better than our 
own. If the criterion was the list of achievements which will be recorded in our annual 
magazine, then we can see that we have had another productive, exciting, progressive 
and highly successful year. 


We achieved Public Exam reslts which were most creditable. Over 85% of those who 
wrote O level proceeded to A level and 80% of all who wrote A level achieved University 
entrance. Two boys, namely C. Hendrie and A. Whittall came second and third in the 
Maths Olympiad (out of 1 000 who wrote). And A. Whittall wrote the STEP exam in 
Physics and Maths. This is for entry to Cambridge University and is normally written 
after A level. Whittall wrote in June, that is six months before writing his A levels and 
he achieved a 1 anda 2. 


We have also excelled in a wide range of activities outside the classroom. We staged 
ahighly successful play in the second term, have had enjoyable and greatly appreciated 
musical evenings and choir recitals at the College and in Bulawayo in conjunction with 
Girls’ College. We won the National High Schools Quiz and the Matabeleland Wildlife 


Quiz. 
Our sports teams have been very successful — winning the Hart Trophy for Water 


Polo and the Doolabh Trophy for Basketball, the Cricket team is undefeated and the 
Rugby team lost one match. 28 boys gained National selection in a variety of sports. To 
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continue would be easy but I would be naive to believe that all this is the only way to 
measure the true achievement and progress of the College. What a pleasure it would be 
to head the College if we were only concerned with its academic and rugby results. Our 
business however is about people and because of the wide diversity of talents and 
temperaments involved, our problems cover a wide ranging spectrum of situations — 
both material and human. It wouldbe true to sa y that in my seven years at Falcon I have 
experienced the most tremendously stimulating and exciting events and achievements 
of my life but it would also be true to say that I have felt deep sorrow, sadness and even 
despair. The interesting phenomenon about this is that it is people who are responsible 
for both these situations — good and bad — and yet the one common denominator is 
myself, and this brings me to what I would like to talk about this morning. 


Education is notjust about cramming in lessons and passing exams. The irony is, that 
once you are launched upon your life, your educational achievements are of little 
importance. All they help in doing is getting you on the bottom rung of the ladder”. An 
enthusiastic young graduate once presented himself at his new and first job and said, “I 


have a B.A.” “Well”, said his new boss, “take your jacket offand we will teach you the rest 
of the alphabet!” 


It is my contention that nowadays your qualification will decide whether or not you 
will be successful in obtaining an interview. After this, it is those elusive and difficult to 
define qualities like tenacity, courage, humour, the ability to communicate, compassion 
and sensitivity which will decide your future. Technology has, in many ways, freed us 
from using human beings as substitutes for machines so we now have an even greater 
responsibility; we must now produce human beings who are really ‘human’. To do this 
we must try and teach people what I am going to call “life” skills. There is no better foram 
for this than in a boarding school where informally one can learn the give and take of 
living. Living and sharing life's experiences in a close-knit community with others of 
different background and personality is not easy and often it is difficult, but it does 
provide opportunities to explore, grow and develop one's self-confidence. The major 
issues in modern society are subtle and complex — there are so many options, 
alternatives, pressures and demands, that an unprepared youngster must surely 
flounder. To help one make the transition from youth to adulthood the Christian faith 
can provide the stepping stones. 


It is here, in this personal relationship with our fellow beings that I believe we, at the 
College, have one of our failings. Too much illogical and indefensible emphasis is placed 
on a misguided understanding of what seniority is all about. Respect is something to be 
earned — it is not something which is a right by virtue of one's date of birth. More self- 
analysis and introspection are necessary for us all to realise where we stand within the 
rights of our society. Respect for our fellows is essential, whatever their age or status. 
As the Dalai Lama of Tibet is quoted as saying “when dealing with your fellow man, 
always help them if you can - and if you cannot help them, please don't hurt them”. 


For fear that what I have said may be misconstrued, let me quickly move on to the 
second thought I wish to share with you. For us, as a school, to be successful we must try 
to understand both the customer and ourselves for only then can we serve both. You will 
recall that every Speech Day I choose to talk on topics related to human behaviour and 
this is because I truly believe that life is essentiall y about people and that material issues 
can be resolved if we get the first part of the equation right. I am increasingly aware of 
the number of boys who devalue themselves, don't believe in themselves. In a question- 
naire used in a Psychology class the pupils were asked, “if you were to live your life over again, 
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who would you rather be?” Over 80% would rather have been someone else?” It is vital 
we accept that we're all that we have and until we acknowledge that, we will never 
convince anyone else that we have any worth. 


Louis Bascalia, a clinical Psychologist, in one of his well known tapes says that when 
we go to meet our Maker we will not be asked why we did not invent the atom bomb, or 
why we did not discover penicillin, but we will be asked “When I gave you so much, why 
did you settle for so little?” Following on from this are the marked number of boys who 
will not accept responsibility for a situation in which they find themselves - they have 
not accepted the basic tenet that others can influence you but the decision to make no 
effort to improve one's lot must be an individual one. We must learn to control our own 
lives and not look for others to blame; the school, our friends or even you, the parents. 
If you do not believe in yourself, do not enjoy being who you are, how can you possibly 
convince anyone else? In finality, there is little doubt that our personal attitudes and 
behaviour have a spin offon all those who come into contact with us. Nowhere could this 
be more true than in a boarding school. If everyone was committed and involved, 
accepted responsibility for their successes and failures, they would be happy and 
contented. 


I would like to pay tribute to my Second Master, Senior Master and Housemasters 
— to be effective and productive in today's pressurised social environment is most 
demanding and their duties never end. Parents, Prefects, boys, other staffand I all expect 
instant communication, detailed knowledge and fatherly care for all eighty odd boys all 
the time. At the same time they have their own teaching and extra-mural commitments, 
plus a family life to pursue — this is a tough assignment. To all the Staff, academic, 
administrative, maintenance andestate, I thank you for your invaluable contribution to 
the College and your understanding, loyalty and support of me personally, during what 
has been a difficult year in many ways. As you are all aware, Mr Costello, our Bursar, 
has been extremely ill and although he is making a remarkable recovery, he will not be 
returning to the post. I thank him for his loyal support and hard work in ensuring the 
financial well-being of the College. 


I would like to record my personal sadness at the departure of Ray and Ann Hoole 
who are taking up posts at the International School in Bophuthatswana. They have given 
seventeen years of outstanding service to Falcon and will be a great loss. Ray's is the first 
Doctorate for Falcon. I shall miss their academic advice, their puddings and Ann's 
infectious laughter. Also, we are to lose Peter Westwood and his family ina move to 
Bishops. Their association has been equally rewarding andas Peter grewup with my own 
family, was married from Falcon and their lovely daughter, Sarah, was born here, I feel 
fatherly sadness at their move. What is saddest of all is that neither family might have 
left had it not been for the impossibility of buying a new car or finding finance to buy a 
house. 


Mrs Basson, who has been teaching Afrikaans on a temporary basis, is returning to 
Bulawayo, and we wish her happiness in her new post at Carmel School. 


As some of you may know the Conference of Heads of Independent Schools of 
Zimbabwe initiated a teacher bursary scheme two years ago and at present there are 13 
students studying at Rhodes University to become teachers in our schools and we have 
another nine scheduled to start in February 1992. M. Kaulback is the first of what I hope 
will be a regular number of young men from Falcon who decide to take up teaching as 
acareer. Whilst | fully understand most schoolboys' attitude — the further they can get 
away from school the better — ] leave both you and them with the stark reality that in 
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the not too distant future they will probably be looking for schools for their own children. 
_ Ifyoung men do not take up this honourable and rewarding profession now, there will 
be no schools worth talking about in 15 years’ time. 


Iam most appreciative of the fine work done by Iain Moodie, the Head Boy, and his 
fellow Prefects. They have worked hard for the College and I have appreciated their 
positive and open discussions. Finally, I thank all the boys of the College — they are 
fiercely proud of Falcon and have laboured hard to make their personal contribution to 
its continued success. Young men today are surrounded by a bewildering array of 
alternatives and areas where confusion and conflict abound — politics, religion, love and 
sex, drugs, materialism, ageing and death, leisure and peer group pressure — the list 
is endless. My congratulations on your many outstanding achievements — you have 
done well and are worthy of praise but it is also a time to reflect and consider — there 
are some aspects of our “ethic” that are anachronistic and no longer acceptable. Let us 
be prepared to tackle them in an honest way so that no one can accuse us of “man's 
inhumanity to man”. I conchade with words of wisdom written by Abraham Lincoln 130 
years ago which hold much food for thought: 


You cannot strengthen the weak by weakening the strong 
You cannot help the small men by tearing down big men 
You cannot help the poor by destroying the rich 
You cannot help the wage earner by pulling down the wage payer 
You cannot keep out of trouble by spending more than your income 
You cannot further the brotherhood of men by inciting class hatreds 
You cannot establish security on borrowed money 
You cannot build character and courage by taking away a man’s initiative and 
independence. 
You cannot help men permanently by doing for them what they should be doing 
for themselves. 


GUEST SPEAKER, MR C.P.D. GOODWIN 


Having just listened to those introductory remarks made by Mr Ian Stewart, reminds 
me that someone once said that the three hardest things in the world to do are:- 


to climb a fence leaning towards you, 
to kiss a pretty girl leaning away from you, 
and to acknowledge with proper humility a flattering introduction. 


In spite of many failures, I've had some success with the first two, but the last one has 
me licked! 


Mr Chairman, we thank you for your invitation and it is a great privilege for Elspeth 
and me to be with you at today's Prize Giving. 


When | wasinitially approached by Mr Todd to address you today, I first thought that 
he was pulling my leg, but once I realised that he was serious, a great sense of panic 
overwhelmed me.I tried to reason with him, but found him most persuasive, excessively 
charming and totally unreasonable. 


The thought of speaking in front of so many learned teachers brought back memories 
of my last year at school. Having written Cambridge, and being considered too young to 


proceed immediately to University, I was to spend another year at school doing Maths, 
Afrikaans and Chemistry. 
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I had a friend who was in a similar position and as our leisure-time interests were 
identical, we sought to further these pursuits. 


Wesummedup the three masters involved. The Chemistry master, Mr Lionel Archel, 
was definitely a non-starter — he was too shrewd and possessed a strong right arm, but 
the Maths and Afrikaans masters offered a distinct possibility. 


We therefore told the Maths master we were at Afrikaans lessons; and the Afrikaans 
master we were at Maths. This arrangement worked admirably for the first two terms 
and enabled us to spend our time gainfully on the Bulawayo Race Course collecting 
butterflies, interspersed with the odd swim or two. 


By the beginning of the third term, our butterfly collection was impressive, but 
fortunately for our parents, our Utopian existence was not to last. That legendary 
master, Mr Putt Jackson, brought us back to painful reality and threatened us with 
eternal damnation if we did not pass at the end of the year! 


This true story has many morals to it — depending on your point of view: 


Firstly, the young of today are probably no more mischievous than their parents, in 
spite of increased temptation; 


Secondly, if you're lucky and work very hard during the third term, you probably will 
pass your exams; 


Thirdly, |The reaction of parents to this irresponsible attitude on the part of their sons 
and daughters is totally predictable and condemning, even though they 
themselves may have been just as mischievous; 


and, most importantly, if you don't want to have nightmares about Afrikaans and Maths, 
don't collect butterflies on the Bulawayo Race Course!!! 


It is not often that one is afforded the opportunity of speaking to a captive audience 
like this and as many of you here today are probably not fully aware of the vital role 
Agriculture plays in our Society, ] intend to say something about commercial agriculture 
in Zimbabwe andthe natural resources that sustain life for all ofus— young andold alike. 


Zimbabwe currently has a population of 9,5 million people, growing at 3% annually. 
By the year 2000 the population is expected to be 12,8 million. Some 80% of the population 
presently derive their livelihood, either directly or indirectly, from agriculture. 


At present, the agricultural industry produces 42% ofthe country's foreign exchange 
earnings. Furthermore some 59% of industry raw material requirements are produced 
by the agricultural sector and 66% of industries products and services are consumed by 
agriculture. 


It has been said, and it is very true, that when agriculture “sneezes” the Zimbabwean 
economy catches a cold. So let us consider the state of health of agriculture today! 


Since Independence, the controlled commodities of agriculture have never been at a 
lower ebb than at present. The Grain industry, froni a position of embarrassing surplus 
a few years ago, has virtually collapsed, with Zimbabwe currently importing maize! The 
Dairy Industry is teetering on the brink, with a sharp reduction in the producer base, 
no growth in milk supplies, and for the first time in many years, some dairy products are 
not available. 


~ 
(65) 


The Cotton Industry has reached an all-time low, with less than 60% of the Textile 
Industry's requirements available and exports seriously curtailed. The cereal and 
oilseed industries are doing little more than holding their own. Commercial cattle 
numbers have declined from 3,2 million head in the mid 1970's to 1,8 million in 1991, and 
are expected to shrink even further. ~ 


This progressively worsening situation in our controlled commodities has arisen 
through inappropriate pricing policies aimed at keeping food prices low. If we are going 
to reverse this downward trend, future prices for basic agricultural products will have 
to be realistic, with margins permitted which are able to absorb the rampant inflation 
rate and allow a reasonable return to the producer. 


In direct contrast to the declining viability of controlled crops and commodities, the 
non-controlled crops are enjoying a very buoyant phase. The fastest growing industries 
in agriculture today are wildlife, horticulture and tobacco. The horticulture industry has 
grown from exporting $4 million of produce in 1985 to an expected $65 million this year 
anda forecast of $100 million for the following year. Similarly, since the formation of the 
Wild Life Producers Association, 14 000 animals have been captured and translocated 
and, this year, sales of wildlife will exceed $5 million. The Tobacco industry is riding the 
crest, with very firm world markets and no indication at this stage of a slackening in 
demand. Zimbabwe is now the world's third largest tobacco exporter and currently is 
expected to earn about $2 billion from this crop, which constitutes approximately 60% 
of total agricultural export earnings. 


So on the one hand, we have controlled commodities in a precarious situation, and 
on the other hand, our non-controlled commodities in a buoyant situation. 


I would be bold enough to suggest that, with a few notable exceptions, agriculture in 
general is suffering from a severe cold and that ifremedial action is not taken soon, some 
sections of the industry could die of pneumonia. I ask the question: are we heading for 
a situation where we have flowers to look at, tobacco to smoke, but no food on our table? 


Turning our attention now to our natural resources in the broader sense, we might 
well ask: 


Can we sustain an ever increasing population under our present systems of land 
tenure and land utilization? 


The most important single issue facing Zimbabweans of the future will depend upon 
how the land question is managed today. 


Clearly, the rehabilitation of the communal areas, comprising 42% of the land area 
of Zimbabwe, must take first priority. 


In this regard, the key to land reform is surely to accept and introduce some form of 
individual] tenure which recognises and places values on the acquisition of land rights 
— residential, arable and grazing. Security oftenure will inevitably stimulate individual 
enterprise, investment and development. It engenders a pride of ownership and 
accountability for the preservation of the natural resources and reduces the risk of over 
exploitation. 


In February, 1991, Mr Keith Harvey, Chairman ofthe Natural Resources Board, put 
it this way: 


“The widespread and progressive process of desertification throughout the Conti- 
nent of Africa is undoubtedly due to the failure of traditional communal systems of land 
management to adjust to changing circumstances and exponential population growth. 
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With nearly half of Zimbabwe's resources base already seriously damaged, the time 
has come for us as a nation to face up honestly to the consequences of ill-conceived land 
programmes. 


Great political coverage will be needed to face up to these changes, particularly in 
restricting land rights exclusively to competent farmers, placing values on land and 
resources, charging rent for access to them and eliminating for all time the age old 
concept of universal free rights of avail. 


Ifthe human race continues to ignore the laws of nature, fails to curb its population 
growth and continues the devastation of its environment, then it will inevitably perish 
from this earth.” 


Let us not be complacent and foolish enough to believe that this progressive 
degradation is exclusive to communal areas. 


As the viability of producing our controlled commodities continues to decline, so the 
tendency towards over exploitation of our resources, in an effort to make ends meet, will 
lead to the degradation of our commercial farms as well. 


If we are going to halt the current destruction of our natural resources and use all 
agricultural land on a sustainable productive basis, then bold, imaginative and decisive 
decisions will have to be made. 


Talking about knowing what to do and being decisive about it brings to mind the story 
of van der Merve and a friend who visited a shooting gallery at a local fete. There they 
had plastic balls propelled by jets of water which rose and fell and when they fell, they 
fell out of sight. The idea was to hit them when you saw them. His friend shot all the 
cartridges in his rifle and didn't hit a single ball. 


Van picked up a gun, took careful aim, shot once and all the balls fell! His friend said 
“Man, that's the most wonderful shooting I've seen! How didyou manage it?” Vanreplied 
“I shot the fellow working the pump!” 


Ladies and Gentlemen, I'm sure I've said enough and by now you are probably 
contemplating shooting me! However, before ending I would like to say a few words about 
Falcon College. 


A schoolis only as good as its Headmaster, its staff and its pupils. You can all be justly 
proud of your achievements, particularly in the quality of the young men that leave the 
College. 


In spite of your humble beginning years ago, I like to think that Falcon is today, 
arguably, the finest senior boys’ school in Zimbabwe. This is due, in no small measure, 
to the expertise and absolute dedication of the teaching staff. Here, however, I would 
sound a word of warning. Teaching has always been regarded as a vocation, and 
historically, remuneration has never been commensurate with the responsibilities of the 
profession. If we are going to retain the teachers we have, and to encourage young people 
to join the profession, then they must be adequately rewarded for their endeavours. 


I would urge the younger boys of the College to make the most of the outstanding 
opportunities offered to you at Falcon — be fiercely proud of your College and develop 
your talents and characters to the maximum. 


In conclusion, | would commend to you all and especially the school leavers as they 
make their various ways into a world full of opportunity, these words: 
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For evil to prosper, it only requires that good men abstain; and finally 


Grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change! 


Courage to change the things I can and 


Wisdom to know the difference. 


FORM 1 


FORM 2 


FORM 3 


FORM 4 


FORM 6 


Handwriting: 
Reading (Junior): 


Prize Winners — 1991 


Form Prize: 


Good Work Prizes: 


Form Prize: 


Good Work Prizes: 


Form Prize: 
Good Work Prize 


English: 
Geography: 
Biology: 
Mathematics: 
Chemistry: 
French: 
Afrikaans: 
History: 
Commerce: 
Physics: 


English: 
Economics: 
French: 
History: 
Geography: 


Mathematics: 
Physics: 


Chemistry: 
Biology: 


D.J. TANSER 
R.L. TOWNSEND, D.J. PAYNE 


R.U. KABAYADONDO and B. KACHERE 
K.T. SWANSON, J.L. SABWA 


P.V.T. MSUKU 
D.J.M. MARTIN, C. MEAD 


C.L.H. MASTERSON 

C.L.H. MASTERSON 

C.L.H. MASTERSON 

M. MPOFU 

M. MPOFU 

M. MPOFU and A. JIRIVENGWA 

J.C. ERASMUS 

T.D. MAKOVAH 

T.D. MAKOVAH and S.M. HILDEBRAND 
N.O. McENTAGGART 


L.K. CROCKETT, V. MPOFU 

L.K. CROCKETT, J.O. FOWLE 
E.M. FLEMING, P.J. WIGHAM 
S.R. DORAN 

S.R. DORAN, M. PIETERS, 

G.B. MACDONALD 

C.F.B. HENDRIE, A.R. WHITTALL, 
B.S. ALLOTT 

C.F.B. HENDRIE, A.R. WHITTALL 
C.F.B. HENDRIE, A.R. WHITTALL 
G.D.R. STEWART, A.E. SELBY 


Special Prizes 


D.S. NDEBELE 
O.B.S. EVANS 
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Reading (Senior): 

Best Speaker's Prize (Junior): 
Best Speaker's Prize (Senior): 
Humphrey Cup (Junior Drama): 


Agg-Manning Cup (Senior Drama): 


Music (Junior): 

Music (Senior): 

Art (Junior): 

Natural History Prize: 


Current Affairs (Junior): 
Current Affairs (Senior): 
Kim Margesson Memorial Trophy: 


John Lamb (Trophy): 
Marjorie Sanders Essay Prize: 
Thomas Prize (Sciences): 


Greaves Trophy: 
Governor's Trophy: 


Headmaster's Prize: 


L.K. CROCKETT 

B.J. ROBERTS 

L.K. CROCKETT 

T.B. MASHUNGU 

T. TOGWE and T.B. MLILO 
C.H. BAILEY 

K.J. UDALL 

D.G. KING 

J.N. SMITH ard 

G.M. DUCKWORTH 

R.K.T. NHAMO 

R.E. KUIPERS 

C.L.H. MASTERSON and 
M. MPOFU 

A.R. WHITTALL 

D. DUDMAN and J.K. LYON 
C.F.B. HENDRIE and 

A.R. WHITTALL 

H.S.M. MANGU, USHEWOKUNZE 
L. SCHEEPERS and 

T.M. MATUMBIKE 

I.R.J. MOODIE 


Examination Results — 1990 


A.N. Abott 
R.T. Ashby 
P.D. Barton 
B.H. Botton 


A.M. Carter-Renaud 


M.A. Condon 
D.G. Connery 
C.G. Crockett 
C.M. Davenport 
S.N. Eastwood 
M.W.C. Fleming 
A.J. Fletcher 
G.A. Futter 
N.M. Gammon 
C.A. Grant 

S.A. Grant 
M.H. Hein 

B.H. Henderson 
P.D. Hugo 

J.P. Hutchings 
G.G. Kabasa 
S.J. Kendall 


'‘A' LEVEL 


Geography; Biology 

General Paper; English*; History; Geography 
Geography; Biology 

Geography 

General Paper; English*; History; French* 
English 

Chemistry 

Mathematics; Physics; Chemistry 
Mathematics; Physics; Biology 

Geography*; Biology 

General Paper; Mathematics; Physics*; Chemistry* 
English; Mathematics; Physics 

Chemistry 

Physics; Biology 

English; Mathematics 

Geography; Economic; Biology 
Mathematics; Physics; Chemistry 

General Paper; English; Economics; Biology 
English; Geography; Economics 

English 

English; History 

English 
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S. Lalla 

D.W.R. Lashbrook 
N. Madonko 

S. Marasha 
T.D.M. Matumbike 
A.N. Mead 

A. Mitumbili 

G. Moore 

M.B. Muvuti 

D. Ndebele 

S.J. Nicholson 

T.V. Nicolle 

P.J. Orner 

R.J. Palmer 

N.M. Parker 

G.C. Pio 

M.D. Prillwitz 

A. Reid 

P.M. Ridgewell 
H.B.W. Rudland 
E.J.W. Sankey 

L. Scheepers 

P. Sibanda 

S.D. Smart 

J.D. Smith 

W.K. Smith 

B.O. Stead 

B.C. Strang 

F.C. Tanser 

R.P. Taylor 

M. Tshuma 

J.C. Udall 

H.S.M. Ushewokunze II 
H.S.M. Ushewokunze V 
A.L. van der Merwe 
C.E. van der Riet 
D.J. Veldsman 
H.F. Waungana 
B.G. Wenman 
T.W. Wigham 

G.N. Young 
*denotes distinction 


General Paper; English; History; Geography 
Mathematics; Chemistry; Biology 

General Paper; English; Geography* 
Biology 

Art® 

Biology 

General Paper; English; Geography 
English; Geography 

General Paper; English; History; Economics 
General Paper; Mathematics; Physics; Chemistry 
English 

English 

Geography 

Geography*; Biology 

Geography; Mathematics 

Mathematics; Physics 

English; Geography 

English; Mathematics; Physics 

Geography, Biology; Art 

English; Geography 

General Paper; Geography; Biology 
Afrikaans 

General Paper; English; Geography 
Mathematics; Physics; Chemistry 

Physics 

English; History; Geography 

English; Mathematics; Physics 

English; History; Geography 

Geography; Chemistry 

English 

General Paper; English 

Mathematics; Physics 

General Paper; English; History; Geography 
Art 

Geography; Biology 

Mathematics; Physics 

English 

General Paper; English; History; Geography 
Mathematics; Physics 

English; Mathematics 

Mathematics 


'O' LEVEL 


10 passes B.S. Allott; D.A. Bridgeford; D. Britten; G.M. Everitt; J.O. Fowle; 
S.0.Gonera; G.M. Iversen; D.G. Kendall; J.R. Makovah; 
W.J. McEntaggart; T.B. Mlilo; V. Mpofu; G. Ndebele; A.E. Selby; 
R.D. Sithole; J.O. Stewart; J.J.M. Thornycroft. 


9passes TI. Dillon; D. Dudman; J.H. Elliott; R.S. Elmes; R.G. Evans; G. Harisis; 


N.E. Jackson; M.C. Lister; P.M. Martin; M.L. Minshull; 
F.E. Paunganwa; A. Potgieter; N.J. Rogers; M.T. Sansole. 
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8passes M.MS. Eisen; T.H. Hove; 8.C. Hoy; S.F. Leher; G.B. Macdonald; 
D.Z. Madlela; N. Nkala; V de P. Nyumbu; A.G. Parsons; B.K. Pohl; 
H.H. Streak; H.S.M. Ushewokunze VI; S.N. Winskill. 


7 passes A.H. Booyse; W.H. Cumming; C.K.A. Eason; D.B. Gemmill; M.R. Gibbs; 
R.P. Gifford; J.R. Glenn; R.i. Glenn; R.D.F. Godden; R.T. Kabasa; 
R.D. Reed; S.J. Smith; D.B. Whitham. 


6 passes K.O. Butler; T.P. Drummond; B. Dungeni; B.K. Lamont-Stiell; 
S.J. Maartens; D.J. Zeibari. 


5 passes __B.H. Cocker; T.D. Johnson; O.H.C.P. Lillie; A.J. Macdonald; 
B.M. Parsons; C.B. Wishart. 


4 passes _R.W. Fomison; D. Handa; N.G. Hinde; I.0. Nielsen; 
H.S.M. Ushewokunze V. 


3 passes N.R. Barstow; S. Macgregor; J.J. Wingfield 


Citations 1991 


R.D.J. STUART — For voluntary and steady service to the choir this 
year. 

H.S.M. TAFI ‘ 

USHEWOKUNZE — For five years' enthusiastic support to the choir. 

G. NDEBELE — For five years' service to the choir and 

T. MLILO — for their voluntary assistance as librarians. 

D.J. KENDALL — For five years' service to the choir 

K.J. UDALL — For long and loyal service to the choir 

M.G. FIGGINS 

W.J. McENTAGGART — For library services for the choir and for long-term 
service to the choir. 

G.C.J. DUBE — For their invaluable contribution as 

W.J. McENTAGGART — members of the Quiz Team which won the 

A.A.D. RAWLINS — National Inter-schools Championship. 

T. TOGWE — For his contribution to the school play, in not only 


playing a principal part, but also helping generally in 
the production with his calm and sensible 
suggestions. 


T.B. MLILO — For providing inspiration and advice to the cast of the 
school play, while playing a leading role himself with 
his unselfconscious natural talent and original 
interpretation. 


J. MANGADI — For his hard work in mastering an important réle in 
the schoo] play with cheerful patience. 
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B.N.B. NCUBE 

H.S.M. TAWANDA 

USHEWOKUNZE — For dedicated service to the 

V. de P, NYUMBU Video Club over a number of years. 

V. MPOFU 

B.S. ALLOT 

G.M. EVERITT 

M.L. MINSHULL — For their regular teaching of Adult 

T.B. MLILO Education classes throughout the year. 

V. MPOFU 

G. NDEBELE 

L.K. CROCKETT 

M.K. JERRARD 

M.J. KAULBACK — For their valuable efforts in teaching 

T.M. LEHER Adult Education classes. 

W. RWASOKA 

P.R. MUSGRAVE 

K.B. FEARON — The first schoolboy to earn a full B grade Falconry 
permit. 

M.G. FIGGINS — For services to club 

D. DUDMAN — For services to club 

E.M. FLEMING — For services to the Photographic Club 

M.K. JERRARD — For services to the Photographic club 

M.G. FIGGINS — For his invaluable service to the financial 
management of the Tuck Shop throughout the year. 

T.M. MATUMBIKE — For his efficient administration of the Standards 

Competition and of Athletics meetings held at the 

College. 

J.H. ELLIOTT — For his efficient organisation of the cricket kit room 


and the cricket inter-house mini-league. 


V. de P. NYUMBU — For his valuable coaching and for his refereeing of 
Junior Basketball matches. 


J.J.M.THORNYCROFT — For his extremely competent and constructive 


approach in assisting with the coaching of the U15A 
Water Polo team. 


B.K. POHL — For his skill, time, effort and dedication in training 
the U15B Water Polo squad. 


L.G. KUTTNER 
G.B. MACDONALD 
A.R. WHITTALL 


N. NKALA — For assistance in coaching and umpiring 
R.D. REED Junior hockey 
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D.B. CEMMILL 
L. SCHEEPERS 


A.E. SELBY | 


S.0. GONERA — For their valuable contribution to the coaching 
H.H. STREAK Junior Rugby 

J.J.M. THORNYCROFT 

J.P. RAWSTORNE — For giving selflessly of their time for coaching and 
I.K. KWELAGOBE refereeing Mini-league Rugby. 


Obituary 


JOHANNES WILLEM VAN WYK 


In the 1989 issue of The Falcon the writer of School Notes, reporting Mr van Wyk's 
retirement, mentioned that this great schoolmaster was a legend in his own lifetime. He 
died after a long illness early in January this year but the legend will live on in the hearts 
and minds of thousands of people in this part of the world for a very long time. At his 
funeral in Esigodini on the 11th January 1992 Mr Todd delivered the following eulogy: 


Friends, when I was asked to speak this morning | felt both privileged and glad — to 
have lived and worked with Van, as he was affectionately known, was indeed a privilege, 
and I was glad, for it gives me an opportunity to share with you some of those warm and 
memorable experiences one has in dealing with special people. 


Van was born in the Free State and until he was 21 he lived in an Afrikaans-speaking 
environment. His education was completed at the University of the Free State and Wits, 
where his special study was in “lightening” — such was his success that he was awarded 
a Rhodes Scholarship, but this was postponed due to the outbreak of the Second World 
War and, asa stop-gap measure, Van took up teaching. During the war years he met Jean 
and they were married and had two children by the time he could have taken up his 
Scholarship and the war had ended. Van and Jean realised they could not afford to go 
overseas so he turned down his chance to study at Oxford. 


In 1941 the family moved to Plumtree where Van was to teach for the next 17 years. 
One year at Michael House was followed by 31 years at Falcon until his retirement in 
1989. 


I have always been overawed and surprised that I have survived in the academic 
environment of my choice but never in my 36 years of schoolmastering have I met aman 
with such a phenomenal intellect, accompanied by genuine modesty and a wonderfully 
perceptive sense of humour. When he retired Van was heard to remark that he had not 
really yet decided on a career. 


One of Van's relaxations was to page through the dictionary and he became a highly 
respected authority on the English language. 


His expertise at crosswords is legendary and he was known to regularly complete 
“The Times” crossword in twenty minutes during tea each morning. Many years ago he 
led the family to enter into a competition to see how many words could be made out of 
“The University of Rhodesia and Nyasaland”. Without the use of the larger dictionary 
he recorded over 21 000 words and was awarded Second Prize. He was also known to 


23 


“The University of Rhodesia and Nyasaland”. Without the use of the larger dictionary 
he recorded over 21 000 words and was awarded Second Prize. He was also known to 
correct politely the Head of the English Department should mistakes have been made 
in syntax or comment. His other great hobby was bridge — a game at which he excelled 
and played in many championships throughout the country. 


My own association with Van began at Plumtree in 1957 when I embarked on my 
career as a new young teacher. On marrying in 1958 the first couple to meet and greet 
Sue and me were Van and Jean and this kindness was repeated on our own arrival some 
21 years later when we came to Falcon. I cannot express our appreciation for these 
kindnesses. I played golf with Van on many occasions and enjoyed his quiet, dry humour, 
genuine interest in my game and his warm companionship. On arriving at Falcon there 
was no golf course but we met informally on many mornings when Van, out walking with 
his dogs, would sometimes overtake me on my jogging sessions. 


For Sue and me however, the greatest lesson we learnt from Van and Jean was the 
importance of the family unit. They sacrificed a great deal to ensure that their family was 
well educated — four of their six children are teachers and | always felt that it was a pity 
Van and Jean had called it a day for they were well on their way to solving our current 
teacher shortage. 


What greater reward could any man have than a loving wife and large family, anda 
tribute to him is that they are all here today. 


I cannot be sad today — we say farewell to Van with gratitude, better for our 
association with him, stronger for the lessons learnt from him and full of admiration for 
the family he and Jean have raised. 


Having lived for some 50 years in Matabeleland I end using the Ndebele salute - 
Bayete. 


KARL LYON 


I will always remember Karl for his easy relaxed manner. An affable individual, he 
possessed an endearing if not sometimes mischievous smile. His greatest love was the 
outdoors and at Falcon he was chairman of the Senior Natural History Society for both 
1990 and 1991. He was also a knowledgeable naturalist with a particularly keen 
fascination for raptors, also expressed in his activities in the Falconry Club. One of his 
most notable achievements in this regard was his successful hunting partnership with 
his female African Goshawk, Guta, successfully released near his home after their two 
seasons together. A quick glance at the Falcon brochure shows a younger Karl with this 
hawk together with my two old pointers Huck and Pincer. 


Kar] was the key speaker for the Falconry Club during the many public shows — open 
days, talks to wildlife societies. He always did this well, showing good potential as a 
lecturer. 


An avid hunter he accompanied his father on several trips to the Zambezi Valley. His 
interests in natural history went well beyond the usual glossy level of the general public 
and he did some very good fieldwork for research purposes. In 1989 he was part ofasmall 
team that won the Marjorie Sanders essay prize. Together with Dirk Dudman he started 
another such venture last year, which culminated in another success in this field. This 
project is reported elsewhere in this edition. 
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Three Fingers, Seven Sisters, Ntabenendi and Essexvale Ranch. 
A competent games player, he represented the second team at hockey. 


His passing is a reminder to us all and in particular to the younger and sometimes 
overconfident members assembled here of the fragility of life. Kar] will be missed by us 
all. 


R.R.H. 


House Reports 


Chubb House 


Housemaster: R.R. HARTLEY 
Tutors: G.A. ARMSTRONG and I. MAYGER 
Head of School: 1.R.J. MOODIE 
Head of House: K.R. BOYE 
Prefects: M.J. KAULBACK, T.M. LEHER, P.J. MILLIGAN, W. RWASOKA, 
R.D.J. STUART 


The year has been one of mixed fortunes for Chubb with outstanding performances 
in some areas and vain efforts in others. On the sport field the house maintained a 
mediocre standard overall, with just a few outstanding results. First place was achieved 
individually in the junior and middle cross country relays, and the senior interhouse 
cross country team. Second place was achieved in the senior waterpolo and squash. Third 
position was attained in junior and senior basketball and interhouse swimming. Special 
mention must be made of: P.J. Milligan for his outstanding efforts in the swimming, 
athletics andcross country; B. Milligan and G.E. Roselt for swimming, and the U/15 age 
group for athletics. 


Academically the house has acquitted itself well, coming in the Academic Cup. The 
Owl for Academic Challenge stays in Chubb for the second year running. Special mention 
must be made of W.J. McEntaggart's dominance in the competition. Nevertheless the 
team managed to win the last two challenges in “Bill's” absence. He has returned to 
Ireland. 


The house did not stand out in the cultural side either. However, P.G.R. Buwu and 
T.M. Leher came third and fourth respectively in the reading competitions. In the 
interhouse singing competition the house came third after a beautiful rendition of 
Andrew Lloyd Webber's ‘Any dream will do’. 


I.R.J. Moodie represented Zimbabwe in rugby and waterpolo, and R.P. Gifford in 
cricket. The following represented Matabeleland: R.D.J. Stuart (basketball), P.J. Milligan 
(waterpolo) R.P. Gifford (rugby). 


Chubb came second in the gardening with J.O. Stewart and N.G. Hinde making 
outstanding contributions, together with the excellent gardener Shadrack. Both the 
Posselt and Beukes families gave some valuable help, which is much appreciated. 
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The house enjoyed videos on Saturday nights and a good atmosphere prevailed 
throughout the ranks. The prefects played a vital role in maintaining good spirits and 
high standards of discipline. Basically the house enjoyed a quiet year with few mishaps, 
the most telling being the tragic loss of Karl Lyon, who is sorely missed. 


K.R.B. 


FOUNDERS HOUSE 


Housemaster: MR D.Jd. FLEMING 
House Tutors: MR R R.B. HARRISON, Mr A.C. BANCROFT 
Head of House: P.G. WOODHOUSE 
House Prefects: 1.C. CONOLLY (College Prefect), D.J. DELMAINE, K.J. UDALL, 
A.R. WHITTALL. 


The House has had a very impressive record this year, with the trophy cabinet fuller 
than it has been for a number of years. Sadly though, very few of these are for team 
events, where the House generally came second. 


The better placings in inter-house competition are summarized below: 


First — Junior Cricket, Tug of War, Senior Tennis 

Second — Athletics, Junior and Senior Soccer, Senior Cricket, Junior cross- 
country, Junior and Senior Basketball, Singing, Junior Hockey, Chess. 

Third — Athletics Relay Day, Inter-house plays, Athletics Standards, Senior 
Hockey. 


Although not usually noted for academic achievements, individually some members 
of the House did very well. 


A.R. Whittall was awarded academic colours while A.G. Parsons, G.B. Macdonald and 
A. Potgieter were awarded halfcolours. The Lower Sixth are to be congratulated on some 
outstanding “O” Level results. 


At Prize Giving the following won prizes: 


J.C. Erasmus — Afrikaans 


M. Mpofu — Chemistry, Maths, French and the Kim Margesson Memorial 
Trophy. 
V. Mpofu — English 


A.R. Whittall — Maths, Physics, Chemistry, Sciences and the John Lamb Trophy. 
KJ. Udall — Music 


B.J. Roberts — Junior Public Speaking 
O.B.S. Evans — Junior Reading 


I would like to wish J.H. Elliott and A.R. Whittall good luck in the Zimbabwe Schools 
Cricket Tour of Australia and congratulate them on their inclusion in the team. Mr 
Fleming will also be accompanying the tour as coach of the National team. 


The future looks very rosy with a strong group of prefects next year and with more 
effort from the present Under 14 age group, the House could threaten to topple George 
Grey's dominance in inter-house competition. 


Ee ee 


Finally, I would like to thank Mr Fleming for all the time he has put into the House 
over the six years he has been House Master and wish the incoming House Master, Mr 
Mayger, many happy years in association with the House. 


P.G.W. 
GEORGE GREY HOUSE 


Housermaster: MR R.B. BREBNER 
House Tutor: MR A.A. TAYLOR 
Assistant Tutor: MR D.N.L. GRANT 
Head of House: P.J. WIGHAM 
Prefects: H.S.M. (MANGU) USHEWOKUNZE (College Prefect in charge of 
tuckshop); L.K. CROCKETT, M. PIETERS, D.G. CARLE, G.H. DRUMMOND, 
B.D. FLETCHER. 


This year has definitely been the most successful for the House for some time. We 
achieved firsts in a wide variety of sporting and cultural activities and what is 
remarkable is that we won every inter-house competition during the second term. It was 
also pleasing to see us win the singing competition for the fourth year running. The year 
ended offon ahigh note with the House winning the Academic Cup for the first time, the 
Tattersfield Cup and finally the gardening competition. What was especially satisfying 
to me was to see the academic standards and the overall work ethic improving during 
the year, culminating in our winning the trophy. 


The overall commitment to the House from the not so talented has been ofa very high 
order in 1991. It was gratifying vo see us win the Mini League Rugby and the Hockey in 
the middle term. Overall the spirit and the desire to compete and do well for the House 
has been excellent. 


A number of boys achieved individual successes in varying fields. H.H. Streak and 
C.B. Wishart were selected for Zimbabwe Schools’ Cricket and Mangu Ushewokunze 
was selected for Zimbabwe Schools’ Hockey. H.H. Streak and R.B. Bin-Ali were also 
selected for Matabeleland Rugby and Hockey, respectively while T.A. Chikwakwata 
made the select side for Rugby. 


The successes that the House achieved this year are: 


Founders Day Athletics — Ist Athletics Relay Day — Ist 
Junior Cross Country — Ist Senior Cricket — Ist 
Junior Rugby — Ist Senior Hockey — Ist 
Junior Hockey — Ist Senior Soccer — Ist 
Junior Soccer — Ist Senior Basketball — Ist 
Inter-House Singing — Ist House Gardening — Ist 
Senior Reading — Ist Mini League Rugby — Ist 
Mini League Hockey — Ist Senior Public Speaking — Ist 
Academic Cup — Ist Tattersfield Cup — Ist 


I would like to record my thanks and appreciation to this year's Head of House, Paul 
Wigham, and his prefects. They have successfully managed to pick up the reins afler a 
very good 1991 and steer the House to another fine year. There is always a danger of 
complacency and resting and basking in the glory of a good year. To their credit, they 
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maintained House spirit and discipline and led the House to a better year in 1991. I hope 
that this trend continues and that our potential is realised next year. 


Finally I would like to thank Mr A.A. Taylor and Mr D.N.L. Grant for their assistance 
in the running of the House and also my wife Debra for her support and help with the 
House gardens. 

R.B.B. 

HERVEY HOUSE 

Housemaster: MR M.J. RENAHAN 

House Tutor: DR R.J. HOOLE 

Assistant House Tutor: MR A.G. MARGERISON 
Head of House: G.D.R. STEWART 
Prefects: T.M. MATUMBIKE (College Prefect — Library); S. DORAN, G.C.J. DUBE, 
B.K. LAMONT-STIELL, L. TRIEGAARDT. 


Hervey enjoyed a successful year under the fine leadership of the House prefects and 
the inspirational guidance of the team captains. Full credit must go to the prefects and 
the House seniors for their part in developing the House spirits and leading the House 
in the vast array of sports, and inter-house activities, 


T.B. Mlilo won the senior cross-country and led the senior team to first place, whilst 
the juniors came a creditable third. A.E. Selby captained the athletics team in exemplary 
fashion, and the House came third in the Founders Day inter-house meeting, second in 
brs shad meeting and won the Standards cup (which involves whole-house participa- 
ion). 


The second term was not quite as successful but the level of spirit and participation 
never waned. Hervey came third in the junior inter-house hockey, fifth in the senior 
event, fourth in both senior and junior soccer; fifth in junior rugby and the mini-league 
rugby team appeared to enjoy themselves. 


A.J. Macdonald organised the Hervey House play very well and was rewarded with 
a second place in the competition. We also managed to come second in the Academic 
Challenge under the leadership of Gregory Dube; first in the golf competition; third in 
senior cricket; fifth in junior cricket; fifth in junior and senior basketball; second in the 
swimming standards and we won the swimming gala. D.R. Stewart, A.S. Carson andA.R. 
Goddard are commended for their fine performances in the swimming events. 


On the tennis court, Hervey also proved their worth, with L.B. Davel winning the 
intermediate tennis singles, J.M. Edwards the juniors singles and L.B. Davel and AR. 
Goddard the intermediate doubles competition. 


All-in-all, Hervey participated with dedication and commitment in all they tackled 
and no Housemaster could possibly ask for anything more from his House. The young 
men of Hervey should be congratulated on a fine year, and in particular the prefects are 
thanked for their support and undying loyalty to the House. Grant Stewart is to be 
singled out as a fine example to all in the academic circle whilst also being selected to 
represent Zimbabwe in Rugby, Waterpolo, and Swimming. 


Finally I would like to thank Dr and Mrs R. Hoole and Mr A. Margerison for their 
assistance in running the House, and wish the Hooles the very best in their new 
endeavour as they move on to greener pastures. 


M.J.R. 
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OATES HOUSE 


Housemaster: MR M.A. CUMMING 
House Tutor: MR R.W. GASS 
Assistant House Tutor: MR J.M. DUNPHY 
Head of House: A.G. BRUCE 
Prefects: L.G. KUTTNER; P.R. MUSGRAVE; C.N. HILL; J.P. RAWSTORNE; 
LD. FUTTER. 


Oates hashada quiet year in terms of sporting and cultural achievements, but amuch 
more relaxed and constructive atmosphere seems to have existed. The majority of the 
Form Ones seem to have settled in quickly and well under the able and considerate 
guidance of L.G. Kuttner, while the public examination candidates, particularly the 
Form Fours with one or two exceptions, adopted a sound work ethic from the beginning 
of the year. What has been pleasing has been the greater degree of openness within the 
House when problems have arisen and crises have had to be dealt with. Much of this may 
be attributed to the Head of House and prefects who were mutually supportive and 
worked well as a team. 


Academically, the most significant achievement was the House's second place in the 
Academic Cup. Oates was in fourth place at the end of the second term and a concerted 
effort by the whole House was required to gain second position — a good sign as academic 
success is the prime objective of the College. B.S. Allott's “O” level results are worthy of 
mention here — he shared the best results with J.O. Fowle of Chubb. Prize winners on 
Speech Day included D.J. Payne (good work), B.S. Allott (Maths) and E.M. Fleming 
(French). The House did not do as well culturally as it had done last year being placed 
sixth in the inter-house singing and thirdin the drama. J. Mangadi andT. Togwe received 
citations for their worthy performances in the college play. G.M. Morgan was named the 
best junior guitarist.G.M. Duckworth andJ.N.Smith received the Natural History Prize 
and T. Togwe the Drama Prize. 


Sports-wise there was a number of achievements by individuals, although the House 
team did win the inter-house squash. The performance of the senior hockey team must 
be mentioned. In two matches they came back from 0-3 down to draw 3-3 against much 
stronger opponents. These were good displays of guts and determination. In the cross- 
country relays B.G. and B.S. Scott achieved the fastest times in their respective groups 
and Oatescame second overall. A.M. Blignaut was thejunior squash champion. National 
representatives included L.G. Kuttner (Hockey), who also received honours for hockey 
and P.R. Musgrave (Yachting). M.R. Love and P.R. Britten were selected for the 
Matabeleland Schools' Water Polo team and Z.S. O'Donovan captained the Matabele- 
land Schools' U15 XI at the Fawns Cricket trials. N.F. Duckworth scored 202 not out in 
a match against Peterhouse U14A. P.R. Britten won the Mirtle Shield for U17 swimming 
and broke the U17 50m butterfly record in the inter-house gala. He was ably supported 
by C.J. Jennings in the U14 group. 


Activities in the House gardens were hampered by the lack of water and fierce heat, 
particularly in the third term. It has been a struggle to maintain the lawns in particular, 
but they are looking reasonable now. The orchard has been kept neat and tidy thanks 
to the efforts of D.G. Gemmill and J.J. Wingfield. 


It remains to thank the tutorial staffand staff attached to the House for their support 
throughout the year and to express gratitude to Andrew Bruce and his prefects for ajob 
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well done. The boys themselves must also be thanked for their general co-operation and 
willingness to try their hardest for the House. I wish the U6 the very best in their “A” 
level results and hope that they carry with them many fond memories and not too many 
hair-raising stories about their time in Oates. 


M.A.C 


TREDGOLD HOUSE 


Housemaster: MR L.M. REYNOLDS 
House Tutor: MR P.G. WESTWOOD 
Assistant House Tutor: MR T. KHUMALO 
Head of House: L. SCHEEPERS 
Prefects: R.E. KUIPERS (College Prefect — Transport); C.F.B. HENDRIE; M.A. 
HOMANN; O.W. KOMEN; C.B. McNALLY. 


Although 1991 has not been as successful as last year in terms of cups and prizes, 
Tredgold has maintained a high standard throughout the year in all aspects of College 
life. 


On the sports field, Tredgold has managed to produce a substantial number of 
provincial and national sportsmen. On the rugby field five members of the senior body 
were in the Matabeleland squad. S.O. Gonera andJ.J.Thornycroft were selected to tour 
Namibia with the Zimbabwe Schools’ rugby team. Similarly on the cricket field M.R. 
Gibbs and R.D.F. Godden were part of the Zimbabwe U/17 cricket team which hada very 
successful] tour of the United Kingdom. Both brothers, B.H. Cocker andJ.J. Cocker were 
members of the Zimbabwe Polocrosse team which all toured the U.K. C.F.B. Hendrie and 
C.S.C. Wilson sailed for Zimbabwe Schools, with C. Hendrie representing the Zimbabwe 
men’s sailing team at the British Fireball National championships. L. Scheepers (captain 
of Ist XV Rugby and Waterpolo) and J.J. Thornycroft were selected for the Zimbabwe 
Waterpolo team in the third term. Numerous members of the House represented 
Matabeleland at various other sports: C.B. McNally at hockey, R.D.F. Godden at tennis, 
and C. Carvalho at swimming amongst others. 


In the numerous inter-house competitions on the sports field, Tredgold won the 
swimming Standards, Relays Gala and the Junior inter-house basketball. There were 
many spirited second the third placings in a range of sports. 


On the academic side, Tredgold has a number of notable intellects in all the age 
groups. In particular K.K.C. Masisi and P.F. Gardener deserve credit for the remarkable 
number of pluses they achieved in Mark Orders throughout the year. C.F.B. Hendrie has 
done extremely well in his last year at Falcon winning four major Sixth form prizes 
(Maths, Physics, Chemistry and the Thomas Science prize) and coming second in the 
Maths Olympiad out of 1 000 participants. L. Scheepers won the Governor's trophy for 
leadership and service to the College. 


Culturally, Tredgold again 'stole the show’ in the inter-house drama competition 
winning the cups for the best actor (T.I. Dillon), the best character portrayal (MLR. 
Gibbs), the best technical production and the best play (Producer: S.O. Gonera)! Credit 
must go to the cast and helpers for their time and dedication towards the night's success. 


Thanks and farewell must be expressed to Mr Peter Westwood, House Tutor for the 
past seven years. His contribution to the House has been outstanding and he will be very 
sorely missed. To him, his wife Caroline and daughter Sarah go Tredgold's best wishes. 
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The prefect body, led by L. Scheepers, maintained a high standard of discipline and 
achievement — thanks also go to them and the House wishes them everything of the best 
in the future. 


In all a good balance of spirit and achievement have been attained by the House as 


a whole. 
L.M.R. and J.J.T. 


Quiet Waters 1991 


Chairman: G.A. MACDONALD Esq., 
Secretary: h.J. MARAIS Esq., 
Treasurer: D.J.M. FLEMING Esq., 
Committee Members: MESSRS G. ARMSTRONG; A.C. BANCROFT; 
R.B. BREBNER; M.A. CUMMING; R.R. HARTLEY; V. MASUKU; J. POSSELT; 
A.A. TAYLOR. 


This year has seen a number of changes on Quiet Waters particularly relating to 
water. Thanks to the efforts of Mr Tony Bancroft and considerable outside help the 
scheme has a borehole, which has been fitted with a motor and pump and which is now 
supplying water to two pans inside the game fenced area and to one cattle trough in the 
Wilderness. It is hoped that by this time in 1992 water will be piped to the Study Centre, 
picnic sites, the campsite, and to more cattle troughs in the Wilderness area. Much of this 
will depend on whether more funds become available in the near future. 


Had the borehole not been sunk whenit was the whole of the Quiet Waters area would 
have been in trouble by October 1991. Because of the poor 1990-91 season and the late 
arrival of the 1991-92 rains surface water sources dried up. Fortunately, browse and 
grass was available to the animals for much of the year, although supplementary feed 
has had to be made available. 


Mbonisa Weir which had been stocked with Florida Bass and bream had to be netted 
before it dried up and the bass were moved to a damon Essexvale Ranch for safe keeping. 
Unfortunately, our resident flocks of Red-billed Teal and White-faced Duck have sought 
“greener pastures” as have the Knob-billed Duck, Egyptian Geese, and many different 
waders. The concentration of food, however, did bring the opportunists — a Fish Eagle, 
several different types of Heron, Black Stork, Yellow-billed Stork, Spoonbill, Hamerkops 
and Kingfishers. 


On the positive side the drying up of Mbonisa Weir has allowed us the opportunity 
of hiring a bulldozer to increase the size of the islands and to extend the basin. We now 
hope that we will have enough rain to fill it. If this is the case it shouldbe a most attractive 
feature. 


In spite of the drought, the mammals have done well. At the time of writing in late 
November a number of female kudu, impala, tsessebe and zebra appear to be pregnant 
and the new year promises a crop of young ones. Thanks to the efforts of Mrs Gail Amyot 
we were able to acquire two giraffe from Tshabalala in July. Unfortunately, no sooner 
did they arrive than they decided to leave, effortlessly pushing down the fence. Within 
two days we managed to get one back in and she is happily settled. However, the other 
has moved to a farm some six kilometres from Quiet Waters and it is hoped that during 
the next capture season next year we will be able to get her back. 
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The lack of water outside the fence has meant that a large number of Warthog, 
Bushpig, Vervet monkey and Baboon have come into the park. A group of fourteen 
Banded mongoose has been seen regularly, foraging around Hamerkop Dam. InJuly and 
September spoor of a large male Leopard was seen in the fenced area. Fortunately, he 
decided not to stay long and he did no damage. 


The Park has become increasing popular with boys and parents. The visitors book 
shows that over weekends alone over one thousand three hundred people have made use 
of the Park facilities. Apart from these we have had visits from the Wildlife Society 
(Matabeleland Branch), a German tennis side, Old Boys over the Old Boys weekend, 
Rossal rugby team from Lancashire, a group of enthusiastic schoolboy ornithologists 
from Hillcrest College in Mutare, Mr Peter Rollason to record a Wildlife Forum and in 
early November a group of Quiet Waters supporters was entertained by the Committee. 
Unfortunately we did not have as many school visits as was hoped. 


The involvement by Falcon schoolboys has been considerable. In the first and third 
terms each House carried out a task and some valuable work was done cleaning up the 
trails, filling tree holes with soil, cutting and widening roads and cleaning up the islands 
on the weir. Members of the Junior Natural History Society worked on the erosion areas, 
carried out several game counts throughout the year, did a project analysing the impact 
of last year's fire on woody vegetation and helped entertain members of the Zimbabwe 
Wildlife Society during their visit in the second term. Boys also willingly helped in 
getting the giraffe back into the park, and also in netting the fish in the weir. 


The Park was used a fair amount for educational purposes. In the first term some of 
the Form One courses organised by Mr Armstrong took place on Quiet Waters — these 
were Bird identification, Trees and Shrubs, Spoor and Tracking and Orienteering. Sixth 
Form Biology and Geography fieldwork was done, and in the third term all the Form One 
pupils did a science project with their research being done on Quiet Waters. Lastly 
nearby Carlisle Primary School made considerable use of the area for project work. 


The largest fund-raising exercise was the raffle run in the first and second terms. Half 
of the money raised went towards the Quiet Waters Retirement Cottages, whilst the 
other half is being used on the development of water reticulation in the Park. The sale 
of Quiet Waters hats, shirts, booklets and notelets brings in a steady income, while 
recently the sale of four water colour paintings done by Mrs Chrystal Wynn brought in 
a fair amount of money. We are grateful to her for so generously donating these paintings. 


The committee is grateful to the many people and organisations who have helped 
Quiet Waters throughout the year. It looks forward to 1992 with enthusiasm. 


G.A.M. 
CLUBS & SOCIETIES 
Mylne Society 


Chairman: R.E. KUIPERS 
Secretary: C.F.B. HENDRIE 
Treasurer: G.D.R. STEWART 


EXTRACTS FROM THE PRESIDENT'S VALEDICTORY ADDRESS 


Shortly after I arrived at Falcon, I was approached by Mr Marais, who was then 
President of this Society, and asked if I would take over from him, as, having been 
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running it for 10 years at that stage, he felt he needed a break and the Society some new 
blood. For one term he and | attended meetings together, and then he handed over to 
me. That was some 17 years ago now, and I suppose I could be forgiven if], too, said that 
I felt I needed a break. However, as you all know, that is not the reason I am leaving 
Falcon and the Mylne Society. In fact, I have greatly enjoyed running the Society, and 
would like to share with you some of the highlights (and lowlights) of my time here. 


When Mr Marais handed over to me, he took great care to emphasize the exclusive 
nature of the Society and its traditions, pointing out that Mylne was then (and, I add, 
still is) the oldest continuously running society at Falcon - the Debating Society was 
formed some days ahead of Mylne, but at various stages in its history, it has gone into 
hibernation, an unfortunate state of affairs which Mylne has so far avoided, having run 
without break since its inception on 19th June 1956. Indeed, a good deal of the history 
of the school is wound up in the affairs of the Mylne Society, and its founder members 
were very wise in drawing up the detailed constitution, which remains largely un- 
changed even now. The exclusive nature of the Society is guaranteed by its limited 
membership, as well as the method of electing members, by ballot within the Society. 
That a position within the Society is coveted by most sixth-formers is evidenced by the 
fact that in my 17 years as President, nobody elected has ever declined to join. 


When I introduced these annual dinners, they were originally held at hotels in 
Bulawayo, and were, in part, to satisfy one of the clauses in the constitution, that there 
should be at least one outing per term. Over the years we were hosted variously by the 
Selborne Hotel, the Holiday Inn, and the Churchill Arms, at first for dinners, but then, 
when security considerations prevented night-time travel during the war years, for 
lunches. The speeches at these early dinners were always made by members themselves, 
giving the meetings the atmosphere of a toastmasters' club. The outings to Bulawayo 
were always exciting, and in those days it was one of the standing rules of the College 
that suits could be worn by sixth formers to such meetings, and this was always taken 
advantage of by members. Such outings were not without their hiccups, and perhaps the 
most unfortunate incident was the pre-meditated overnight stay in town by two 
members one year! Sadly, though, the cost of hotel dinners eventually came to be 
prohibitive, and it was decided that future dinners wouldbe held at the College, and since 
1984 Mr McIntosh has ingeniously provided us with something delectably different 
every year. 


Perhaps one change in the constitution which has been made during my term of office 
deserves some mention: originally two fields of discussion were not permitted in 
meetings — religion and politics. Perhaps in the early days members were more aware 
of events and ideas in politics and religion, both of which are highly emotive areas of 
human thinking. It might have been felt that discussion of such issues could provoke 
useless circular arguments — but whatever the reasons, it was finally decided by the 
committee that such topics should be sanctioned, and I have never had cause to feel that 
this was a bad thing. I hasten to add, however, that I cannot recall when last politics or 
religion formed the subject of our discussions, and this may indicate that in general, we 
are less politically aware than we used to be — or perhaps less inclined to express our 
views. I remember, for instance, one meeting at which we listened to an address to the 
nation by the then Prime Minister, Mr Smith, and had a lively discussion afterwards as 
to the merits or otherwise of both the man and what he had said. Unfortunately it would 
be illegal now to discuss the demerits of the President of Zimbabwe, and perhaps unwise 
even to question what he might have said, so such a meeting in today’s context would 
serve little purpose. 
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One meeting which I recall very clearly was our 300th meeting. The precedent for 
celebrations at centennial meetings was set on 5th March 1964, when the Mylne Society 
had its 100th meeting in the Music School. I quote some extracts from the minutes of this 
meeting: 


“The Minutes of the 99th Meeting having been successfully disposed of, a letter from 
Sir Winston Churchill was read, acknowledging our recent decision always to hold our 
Annual General Meeting on his birthday (30th November). [Sadly, the Secretary failed 
to paste the letter in the Minutes book — perhaps he lacked a sense of History!] Great 
pleasure was then afforded all present by a brief and heart-warming address by Mrs 
Mylne. She spoke of her husband, an ex-headmaster of Plumtree and co-founder of 
Falcon, mentioning his enthusiasm for many and varied interests — early history, 
archaeology, wild life, exploration, photography and museum and library work. In fact, 
the various clubs and societies at Falcon are seen as a fulfilment of Jack Mylne's ideals 
for the full and complete life of a young Rhodesia.” 


It was at the 101st meeting that Mr Marais was elected Vice-President, pending the 
retirement of the then President, Mr Dugmore. On 31st May 1974, almost exactly 10 
years later, a celebration was held in the Library and Dining Hall (both buildings now 
demolished) to mark the 200th meeting of the Society, and, appropriate to Mr Marais’ 
culinary interests, the fare was sumptuous. I quote, once again, from the minutes: 


“It started off with thick tomato soup followed by crayfish with lettuce. Then came 
chicken casserole in sherry sauce, with vegetables. At this stage, champagne was served. 
Afterwards came fruit salad and ice cream, followed by cheese and biscuits and coffee. 


The President then managed to attract our attention by shattering his champagne glass 


I made my first appearance in the Society at the 210th meeting on 30th May 1975, 
although this was not regarded as being of sufficient importance to merit mentioning in 
the minutes! It was rather under 10 years later, on 29th July 1983, that the 300th meeting 
was held in the Cricket Pavilion. Present at this meeting were Mr Turner (who had also 
been present at the 1st and 100th meetings), as well as Mr Mike Laing, whose father Vic 
had been the first President of the Society, and Mr MyIne, son of Jack Mylne after whom 
the Society is named. Naturally, Mr Marais had also been invited, and yet again I quote 
from the minutes: 


“Mr Marais made a pleasantly short speech recollecting his involvement in Mylne and 
the amusing birth of other intellectual societies which failed to get off the ground.” 


Talking of pleasantly short speeches, I think I have gone on long enough, and soit only 
remains for me to wish all of you who are leaving the very best of luck, and to add that 
in handing the Presidency of the Society back to Mr Marais, I know it will continue to 
flourish as it has done over the last 35 years. 


RJ.H. 


Debating Society 


There were six meetings in all throughout the year, which was rather disappointing 
considering that even more meetings were called off at the last minute mainly because 
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they either clashed with another society or boys had sports commitments in Harare. As 
the Public Speaking Competition were held in the first term, only one debate was held 
and it took the form ofa 'One Minute Please’. The aim of the meeting was to give inactive 
debators from last year a chance to show their talent and some good speakers emerged. 


Of the three meetings held in the second term, the second was probably the most 
successful meeting of the year. The motion was “Co-educational schools are better than 
single sex schools”. Speaking for the motion were V. Mpofu and V. de P. Nyumbu and 
against the motion were P.J. Milligan and Tawanda Ushewokunze. The motion was 
defeated by thirty-four votes to sixteen. 


Finally, on behalf of the Debating Society, I would like to thank Mrs Hoole for her 
valuable contributions over the many years she has been in charge and! wish her all the 
best for the future as she will be greatly missed by us all. Mrs Wigham takes over next 
year and I wish her all the best as we look forward to an even better year. 


V. de P.N. 


Computing 


Five years ago, computing at Falcon came to a complete halt while everyone was 
waiting for the new BBC computers to be installed: they were going to be so overwhelm- 
ingly better than the Atoms they were replacing. So it turned out. 


We have had a somewhat similar situation this year. Very few boys, or staff, have 
spent time writing programson the BBCs knowing that these programs would be wasted 
when the new PCs were installed. There have, however, been two big differences from 
the previous change over. Boys have been using the word processing capacity of the 
BBCs right up to the end of term and various other programs have also been in use. With 
the Atoms no such reservoir of useful programs existed. It really will be sad to lose some 
excellent, if idiosyncratic, programs written by Falcon boys two or three years ago. 
Leaving our own computer program could be a far better way of being remembered in 
the College after leaving than, say, carving your name on a desk, or even excelling in 
some sport. 


This problem should never arise again. We are now joining the main stream of 
personal computing and the new machines are fully compatible with the vast majority 
of computers in the world. Next time we make a change, we will almost certainly be able 
to take our memories with us! The new computers are made up of nineteen XTs each with 
a 20 Mbyte hard disc and monochrome monitor and one AT with a 40 Mbyte disc and 
colour monitor. There are also five new printers, a mouse and a scanner. Software so far 
accumulated includes three word processing packages, each with its own devotees, two 
languages, two data bases and two spreadsheets. Software of this type seems very easy 
to come by, but what seems in very short supply is worthwhile educational software. 
Even without any additional software, we have enough material to keep us all very busy 
until the next edition of this magazine. 


J.M.D. 
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Photographic Society 


Master-in-charge: MR R.R. HARTLEY 
Members: E.M. FLEMING; M.K. JERRARD; M.J. KAULBACK; D. BRITTEN; 
J.M. TROLLIP and I. DUDMAN. 


The acquisition of photographic chemicals and bulk film from South Africa estab- 
lished the basis for the year's activities. Senior members E.M. Fleming and M.K. Jerrard 
(who were awarded citations for their work) took full advantage, producing some very 
good work, D. Britten also managed some good, well-composed prints. A small display 
was mounted at Speech Day. 


While the younger members showed potential, they must realise that photography 
is both a skill and an art, which improves with practice. Only more photography in the 
field and careful follow ups in the dark room will lead to progress and also allow some 
coaching. It is impossible to coach someone beyond the bare rudiments of taking a 
photograph if he is unable to present some finished work. 


R.R.H. 


Senior Natural History Society 


In-charge: R.R. HARTLEY 
Chairman: J.K. LYON (first and second terms) D. DUDMAN (third term) 
Committee: Secretary: D. DUDMAN (first and second term); C.L.H. MASTERSON 
(third term); K.B. FEARON, G. DUCKWORTH. 


The society enjoyed a typically active year balanced with a wide range of activities. 
However, this was marred by the tragic death of Karl Lyon, the society's chairman since 
the beginning of 1990 (see obituary elsewhere in this edition). Dirk Dudman and Chap 
Masterson filled the posts ofchairman and secretary respectively. Chap also coordinated 
the Atlas project, Brian Fearon supervised the video shows and Gary Duck worth ran the 
society's ever expanding library. 


Among the new books in the library there are Tony Harris’ Shrikes of Southern 
Africa, Peter Ginn's Complete Birds of Southern Africa and Smithers’ Mammals of the 
Southern African Sub-region. Tony Harris is also an old boy, while Ron Hartley 
contributed significantly to the accounts on raptors in the Complete birds. To complete 
the picture Peter Steyn's fine new book Hunters of the African Sky was added to the 


collection in the main library. The tradition for natural history at the college has been 
further consolidated. 


The society participated as usual in the annual OAZ Birdwatch in February, again 
fielding the most teams in the country, this time six. Just one team stayed out for 24 
hours, the others spending just the Sunday in the field. This team led by Chap Masterson 
and Gary Duckworth managed to record 133 species in a little covered square near 
Mbalabala, also a school record for the atlas work. 
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Just one project was entered for the Marjorie Saunders essay prize and strictly 
speaking this came from the Falconry Club (see report). However, E. Jackson is busy on 
his project involving botanical work for a change. Hopefully this will be submitted in 
1992. He should have competition as J. Smith, G. Duckworth and C. Masterson have 
already collected considerable data on their effort on the breeding records of birds 
around the college. The two former earned the natural history prize for their great 
contribution to the nest record card system. 


As always many Friday evenings were highlighted with the showing of videos on a 
wide range of natural history topics. This facility was also offered to members of the 
Junior Natural History Society. A notable programmeme was Sir David Attenborough's 
nine part series The Trials of Life. 


The society was honoured by several guest speakers who spoke on a wide range of 
topics. Dr Kit Hustler provided an up to date account of the conservation merits of the 
National Bird Atlas Programmeme that he helps to run. Mr Ron Hartley gave a talkon 
the Management of Gamebirds in Zimbabwe, also attended by members of the Hillcrest 
Natural History Society from Mutare. He also spent one afternoon showing the members 
the Taita Falcons collected in the Batoka Gorges, plus the fresh batch of African 
Peregrines bred at the college Falconry Club. This was supplemented by a talk on the 
Batoka Gorge project, including some of the first photographs of Taita Falcons taken in 
the wild. 


Several Friday afternoons were spent on Quiet Waters using the existing numbered 
trees for identification purposes. Mr John Posselt spent one afternoon helping us in this 
field. At the end ofthe course a few members had become quite adept at applying the basic 
principles of identification. 


About a dozen members were able to attend a special course on the operations of the 
Bristol Zoo Savanna Wildlife programmeme at Chipangali. This was a most interesting 
session, which involved specialist work from the veterinary scientists. We are indebted 
to them and to Mr Kevin Wilson of Chipangali for making this possible. 


The raptor enthusiasts were treated to the usual rich base of opportunity in the area. 
Atrip to the Matopos focussed on Lanner and Peregrines and several sites were checked. 
The Wahlberg's Eagle study has added a couple of new sites, bringing the total recorded 
in the area to 39 (including Mbalabala) although not all of these are occupied at one time, 
nor has it been possible to check every site this year. Michel Figgins coordinated this 
project, while he also did some good work on the Little Sparrowhawks which have bred 
twice successfully in the same nest in college grounds. The Lanners at Three Fingers and 
the African Hawk Eagles at Seven Sisters were both checked by groups of long distance 
walkers! A juvenile Martial Eagle fledged successfully from a site near Ntabenendi. 
These are just some of the entries made in the Natural History Society's log book. 


D.D. and R.R.H. 
SELECTED MORPHOMETRICS OF FIVE ZIMBABWEAN GAMEBIRD 
SPECIES 
By D. Dudman 


In memory of John Kar] Lyon 
Introduction 


The aim of this paper is to show:- 


i) the aspect ratio; 
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Louis Triegaardt and Karl Lyon measuring a juvenile Little Sparrowhawk at the 
nest in the college grounds. 


ii) acomparison between the heart mass and that of the pectoral muscle and 

iii) the relationship between the mass of the pectoral muscle and the body mass of 
several gamebird species to investigate if the results obtained have any relation- 
ship to the species' habits and the extent to which their physical capabilities are 
adaptive to their niche. 


This investigation is concerned with the Swainson’s Francolin (Francolins swaisonit), 
the Helmeted Guineafowl (Numida meleagris), the Redeyed Dove (Streptopelia 
semitorquata), the Cape Turtle Dove (Streptopelia capicola) and the Green Pigeon 
(Treron calva). The Swainson's Francolin and Helmeted Guineafowl are terrestrial 
gamebirds, which are not adapted to long distance flight, which contrasts greatly with 
the remaining species, who are adapted to high speed and long distance flight. There is 
little published information on the morphometrics of these species. 


The data in this paper has been obtained from mature birds only. 


Methods 
During the processing of each specimen, the following measurements were taken:- 


1) Body mass to the nearest tenth of a gram using an Ohaus Triple Beam 
Balance, checked for zero before processing each specimen. 

2) Heart mass to the nearest tenth of a gram using an Ohaus Triple Beam 
Balance. 

3) Pectoral muscle mass to the nearest tenth of a gram using an Ohaus Triple Beam 
Balance. 

4) Wingspan to the nearest millimetre by stretching the leading edge of the wing 
as straight as possible and measuring from wingtip to wingtip. 
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5) Wingbreadth to the nearest millimetre by stretching the leading edges of the 
wing as straight as possible and measuring across the wing at the widest point. 


As a practising falconer I have often observed the flight patterns and favoured escape 
strategies of these gamebirds. 


Results and Discussion 
These can be seen in Tables 1 to 3. 


The bodyweights shown for Swainson's Francolin, Helmeted Guineafowl, Redeyed 
Dove and Green Pigeons all fall within the parameters laid down by Maclean (1985) and 
Hartley and Mundy (in press). The Cape Turtle Doves’ body weights for this paper are 
less than those shown by Maclean (1985), but fall within parameters given by Hartley 
(in litt.) 


The ratios given by the three tables can be directly compared to the species’ favoured 
form of locomotion and feeding habits. 


Swainson's Francolin and Helmeted Guineafow] have longer legs when compared to 
the doves and pigeon. Even when disturbed Swainson's Francolin and Helmeted 
Guineafow] prefer to run to cover (pers obs., Maclean 1985). Green Pigeons are strong 
fliers with a particularly rapid wing beat. Redeyed and Cape Turtle Doves are also fliers, 
the smaller Cape Turtle doves being less quick but more agile (pers obs.) 


The higher the Aspect Ratio (Table 1) ofa bird, the better the gliding performance of 
that bird. Such characteristics would be beneficial to birds that fly alot and in particular 
the Green Pigeon, whose food sources are often far apart. The low Aspect Ratio of the 
Swainson's Francolin and the Helmeted Guinea fowl might explain why the wingbeat of 
these birds appears rapid, when compared to that of the doves and pigeons. It stands to 
reason that if the bird's wingbeat rate is high then its take off characteristics will be 
better than that of a bird with a low wingbeat rate. Such characteristics could be 
important to a bird's niche. Therefore a francolin or guineafowl would be more suited to 
feeding in thick bush, where if surprised by a predator would find take off easier than 
a dove or pigeon. Furthermore such birds have relatively little stamina and require a 
more explosive flight to escape. It goes without saying that if the former is true then a 
dove or pigeon is more suited to feeding in the open, where it is more likely to observe 
the predator approaching and take evasive action earlier. 


The doves and pigeon low ratios in Table 2 show that the pectoral muscles of these 
birds are capable of doing more aerobic exercise, than those of the Swainson's Francolin 
and Helmeted Guineafowl, the heart being able to service the muscle with oxygenated 
blood more frequently. Thus a dove or pigeon is capable of longer periods of flight than 
a francolin or guineafowl and is therefore able to exploit feeding grounds that are suitable 
to their niche, be it fruit tree or open ground. Such flocking species are adapted to 
exploiting temporary excesses of food. 


Table 3 explains the 'fast and direct’ or ‘powerful’ flights of the doves and pigeon. The 
fact being that there is more pectoral muscle per gram of body mass to propel the third. 


A striking characteristic is the red colouration of the pectoral muscles in the doves 
and Green Pigeon, which contrast greatly with those of the francolin and guineafowl,which 
are much paler, almost white. The red colouration is related directly to myoglobin, a vital 
component for birds which rely on long distance flight. Such birds are able to outperform 
birds with white muscle in this regard. The latter are adapted to short, explosive bouts 
of flight which rarely take them more than 400 m, by which time they are exhausted. 


39 


Acknowledgements 

My thanks go to Mr Marais, for his initial advice on the project and his help with the 
manuscript, The Falcon College Falconry Club, in particular Brian Fearon and Warren 
Storbeck for letting me use their hawk food as specimens and Mr Hartley for letting me 
have access to his information, his advice, encouragement, use of his specimens and for 
commenting on this paper. 


This is a contribution from the ZIMBABWE FALCONER'S CLUB. 
Reference 


Hartley R.R. and Mundy P.J. 1991 Management of Gamebirds in Zimbabwe — In 
press. 


Maclean G.L. 1985 Robert's Birds of Southern Africa — John Voelcker Book Fund. 
Cape Town. 


Roberts M.B.V. 1973 Biology: A Functional Approach — Thomas Nelson and Sons. 


Table 1 — Aspect Ratio 


(1) (2) 

Species Wingbreadth Wingspan Aspect Ratio 

(N) Mean(mm) S8.D. (N) Mean(mm) S.D. 2/1 
Swainson's (7) 161,29 7,666 (7) 620,57 57,766 1:3,85 
Francolin 
Helmeted (6) 259,83 12,720 (7) 886,57 23,633 1:3,41 
Guineafowl 
Redeyed (4) 180,50 5,895 (7) 573,57 21,941 1:4,40 
Dove 
Cape Turtle (5) 105,00 5,727 (5) 482,80 4,578 1:4,60 
Dove 
Green (4) 108,25 2,385 (4) 556,50 12,440 1:5,14 
Pigeon 


Table 2 — Ratio of Heart Mass (HM): Pectoral Muscle Mass (PMM) 


(1) (2) 
Species Heart Mass Pectoral Muscle Mass Ratio HM: PMM 
(N) Mean(g) S.D. (N) Mean(g) S.D. 2/1 


Swainson's (12) 2,48 0,807 (12) 129,43 40,146 1:52,19 
Francolin 


Helmeted (6) 6,43 1,940 (8) 283,20 76,762 1:44,04 
Guineafow] 

Redeyed (8) 3,99 0,656 (8) 64,53 8,364 1:16,17 
Dove 

Cape Turtle (5) 2,20 0,358 (5) 37,00 3,904 1:16,82 
Dove 

Green (4) 2,98 0,277 (4) 78,88 7,605 1:26,47 
Pigeon 


Table 3 — Ratio of Pectoral Muscle Mass (PMM): Body Mass (BM) 


(1) (2) 
Species Pectoral MuscleMass Body Mass Ratio PMM:BM 
(N) Mean(g)  S.D. (N) Mean(g) 8.D. 2/1 

Swainson's (12) 129,43 40,14 (12) 580,43 124,690 1:4,48 
Francolin 
Helmeted (8) 283,20 76,762 (8) 1370,88 237,492 1:4,84 
Guineafow] 
Redeyed te) 37,00 3,904 (5) 136,58 7,100 1:3,69 
Dove 
Cape Turtle (5) 105,00 CRAs (5) 482,80 4,578 1:4,60 
Dove 
Green (4) 78,88 7,605 (4) 270,55 11,972 1:3,43 
Pigeon 
Key 
Ratio — column (1) : column (2) 

column (1) column (1) 


N - Number of measurements taken to obtain the average. 
S.D. — Standard Division. 


Falconry Club 


Master-in-charge: MR R.R. HARTLEY 
Members: K.B. FEARON; MG. FIGGINS; D. DUDMAN; C.L.H. MASTERSON; J.N. 
SMITH; W. STORBECK; R. NORVALL. 


Hawks flown: three African Peregrines, two Black Sparrowhawks, two African hawk 
Eagles, five African Goshawks, one Gabar Goshawk. Other hawks held: two pairs of 
African Peregrines and one extra female (breeding), two Taita Falcons (breeding), one 
Martial Eagle (rehabilitation), one Sooty Falcon (rehabilitation). 


Despite the general lack of quarry owing to the drought, a successful season was had. 
B. Fearon was fortunate to fly Chia, an outstanding ten year female Black Sparrowhawk, 
given to the club by Mr P. Caldwell-Barr, who had made over a thousand kills with this 
bird. Immaculately behaved, she rarely bated, even in the back of the utility van with 
dogs and schoolboys. She proved characteristically deadly in the field, taking twelve 
Guineafowl, including adults, six Swainson’s, four Coqui, three Natal and one Shelley's 
Francolin. Bedevilled with bad luck, Fearon lost both this fine old bird (in July), plus her 
replacement, Popeye, at the end of the season, to aspergillosus, a virtually incurable and 
somewhat rarely encountered disease in Zimbabwean raptors. Popeye was given to the 
club by Chipangali, who had received her early in the year after she had been struck in 
the wild by a vehicle. She was blind in her left eye. However, she hunted successfully, 
taking three adult Guineafowl, before the end of the season. She died whilst moulting 
in her mews. 


D. Dudman did well with a difficult eyas male African Hawk Eagle, Comrade, who 
proved rather difficult to enter to Scrub Hares. However, he has now been made to this 
quarry, principally at night, using a spotlight. 
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Two Taita Falcons (on left) with foster parent Sooty Falcon (on right) 


G. Figgings flew his once intermewed African Goshawk musket, Rocky, which made 
twelve kills including two Common Waxbills, one Crested Barbet, one Kurrichane 
Buttonquail, one Blacklined Plated Lizard, one Feral Pigeon, one Rufousnaped Lark, 
one Senegal Coucal, one unidentified insect-eating bat, two Red Veld Rats and one Blue 
Headed Tree Agama. 


L.H. Masterson had a good season with the consistent Tich, a female African 
Goshawk, now having finished her seventh season. This outstanding hawk has now 
served five falconers here: Dean Kendall who trained her in 1984/85; Douglas Follwell 
(1987); Warwick Hewer (1988) and Louis Triegaardt (1989, 1990). She has taken 373 
head in her career. 


W. Storbeck worked hard to train a female sore hawk Gabar Goshawk and was most 
unlucky to have her killed by a genet when she spent her first night out near the laundry. 
He then had a most successful season flying an intermewed female African Goshawk, 
also called Chia, kindly given to the club by Mr K. Nicholson. 


J.N. Jeremy and R. Norvall both flew intermewed female African Goshawks. The 
latter hawks have already proved well mannered and obedient, but they are not 
particularly game hunting hawks. Nevertheless they managed a few kills. 


Thad atraumatic season, losing both my outstanding intermewed African Peregrines, 
Kermit and Pickle, within ten days of each other. Kermit was killed by a peasant farmer 
when he chased after some pigeons in a kraal, while Pickle was killed by a genet when 
she spent her first night out at Ntabenendi. These two accidents took place at the end 
of June and in early July, by which time both falcons had reached their peak. They 
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FALCONRY CLUB 1991 
(Left to right) 
Back row: W. STORBECK, J.N. SMITH, K.B. FEARON, C.L.H. MASTERSON, 
Front row: M.G. FIGGINS, R. NORVALL, R.R. HARTLEY. 


had taken forty-three and thirty-nine head respectively, including Green Pigeons and 
Shelley's Francolin, which provided high quality action. Both falcons were bred at the 
facility (Kermit in 1988 and Pickle in 1989). I was fortunate to be given a new tiercel 
Peregrine Splinter, who provided some high quality flying. My ten year old female 
African Hawk Eagle Cilla continued to perform well and accounted for seventy-five 
Scrub Hares. 


Four chicks were produced by the two pairs of breeding Peregrines, but one of them 
died at two weeks of age. The remainder have fledged successfully. A falcon will be 
trained, replacing Pickle, while the two tiercels have been given to A grade falconers in 
the Zimbabwe Falconers' Club. 


Sadly both tierce] Peregrines released in the 1990/91 season were killed. One was 
killed by a peasant farmer at the Red Rose Mine, just five kilometres away, and the other 
succumbed after an accident with a fence near the Matopos National Park. Without the 
rings we would not have learned about the fate of these two birds. 


However, one highlight of the season was the return of a tiercel released in the 1989/ 
90 season. This bird had been away for eighteen months and he had been ringed. 


A major highlight was the acquisition of three Taita Falcons, two of which are being 
retained at the facility. These are part of the ZFC-DNP captive breeding programme and 
they were recovered from two nest sites in the Batoka Gorges. Both D. Dudman and I, 
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Black Sparrowhawk “Chia” 
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were involved in the research work and recovery operation that led to the collection of 
these young birds. The Sooty Falcon tierce] helped to raise these three Taitas. 


An open day was held for staff. Owing to the rigorous extra mural programme this 
was poorly attended, which was a pity as the trained hawks flew superbly. 


During the second term a course on abseiling was conducted using top quality ZFC 
climbing equipment. Mr Chris King from the Botswana Falconry Club also gave some 
specialist instruction, as he is an experienced climber. 


During the term a series of lectures was given on falconry and raptor conservation 
to the new apprentices, while in the third term another course was given to the twelve 
individuals who were competing for three available places in the club for 1992. 


Visitors included: Dr Peter Mundy; Mr Peter Steyn who also gave an excellent talk 
on Shakespeare and falconry; Dr Rick Watson of The Peregrine Fund Inc., who gave a 
fascinating account of the work on raptors in Madagascar; Mr Graeme Arnott the 
renowned bird artist; Dr Kit Hustler of the Natural History Museum in Bulawayo who 
spoke on the bird atlas project; Dr M. Herremans, the chief ornithologist with the 
Botswana National Parks Department; Mr T. Newton, chairman of the Namibia 
Falconry Club; Dr Nigel Hunter, the deputy director of the Botswana National Parks 
Department and Mrs Wendy Borrello, chairwoman of the Botswana Bird Club. Dr 
Hunter and Mrs Borello spent an entire afternoon with the schoolboy unit before going 
on a successful hunting trip with the trained Peregrines. 


The facility also hosted some fifty members ofthe Matabeleland branch of the Wildlife 
Society of Zimbabwe. I also addressed a luncheon meeting of the Executive Association 
of Bulawayo. 


Important research contributions from the unit included Dirk Dudman and the late 
Karl Lyon's paper on selected morphometrics of five species of gamebirds and my joint 
effort with Dr P.J. Mundy on the management of gamebirds in Zimbabwe, the latter 
being presented at an international symposium in the U.K. 


Citations were awarded to K.B. Fearon, M.G. Figgins and D. Dudman. 
R.R.H. 


Junior Natural History Society 


Master-in-charge: G.A. MACDONALD 
Chairman: S. MIDDLETON 
Secretary: C.J. JENNINGS 


The year started with such a large number of members that it was thought necessary 
to form a committee, made up of an elected number from each House, to help run the 
Society. By the end of the year numbers had dropped very little, and there were fifty 
three keen members, twenty-one of them Form Twos. 


The First term proved to be very busy, and varied. There were several trips to Quiet 
Waters where members constructed new erosion barriers in the sandveld below 
Usundisa. These proved to be very successful and the surrounding grass and veld has 
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recovered remarkably well. At some meetings natural history videos on a wide variety 
of topics were screened. A planned outing to the Matopos had to be cancelled, because 
of inclement weather but some of the more intrepid members braved the rain and spent 
anight at the nearby ranch of Mr Ossie Follwell, where they conducted a bird count. Bird 
Watch 1991 was held during the First term and several keen and knowledgeable 
ornithologists from the society were invited to take part, counting a total of ninety-six 
species over the twenty-four hour period. The Wildlife Society's Matabeleland Branch 
had an outing to Quiet Waters and various members assisted with the lunch and in 
taking guests on conducted walks round the park. 


In the Second term Mr Macdonald's First Game Hockey commitments meant he was 
unable to run the society, so Mr Leon van Wyk very kindly stepped in to help. Wildlife 
videos were again popular and members also carried out some worthwhile game counts 
on Quiet Waters recording valuable data. 


The Third term was very busy. Once again game counts were held at Quiet Waters 
and some members also participated in a game count held on a West Nicholson ranch 
where an interesting variety of sightings was made. We also had two speakers, the first 
of whom was Mr John Minshull, curator of Ichthyology at the Natural History Museum 
in Bulawayo. He gave us a very interesting talk on fish in Zimbabwe, the river systems 
they are found in and how they got there. Middleton gave a vote of thanks and presented 
Mr Minshull with a token ofour appreciation. Our second guest speaker was Mr Richard 
Peek, who gave us a fascinating talk on bats, teaching us all sorts of new things about 
these interesting mammals. On this occasion Jennings thanked Mr Peek. At both 
meetings the guest speakers were inundated with questions, showing the interest 
generated by these talks. 


The highlight of the year, our outing to Debshan Ranch, Shangani, was great fun and 
a number of tasks were carried out. Our departure was delayed till the Saturday, but 
as we left at 5.30 am. not too much time was lost. Mr Minshull was keen to collect fish 
from the river system at Debshan, and as he was unable to come, he sent his assistant, 
Ernest. Ernest had many enthusiastic helpers and a total of thirteen species of fish was 
collected. The ranch was very dry after the poor rains of the last few seasons, but we saw 
a wider variety of mammals than usual, recording seventeen species, and we recorded 
eighty-six species of birds for the Bird Atlas project. These included some interesting 
raptors, a new one for many of us being the Montagu’'s Harrier. 


Mr Colin Edwards, one of the section managers on the ranch, came and spoke to us 
on ostriches and ostrich farming, a fairly new venture at Debshan. We all learned 
something new about these interesting birds, and the farming of them. Our potjiekos on 
the Saturday evening was enhanced by some topside and venison, kindly given to us, to 
supplement our rations, by Mr and Mrs D. Tredgold, who came and spent the evening 
with us. The cooking was done by Mr and Mrs Macdonald, ably assisted by the various 
groups. 


Our last outing of the team was to 'Stone Hills’, Mr Richard Peek's ranch near Marula, 
where we spent the day. As always we thoroughly enjoyed the outing, and learned a great 
deal. Mr Peek spoke to us about his plans for hisranch, where he ranches game, and about 
the importance and techniques of veld management. We stopped first at his boma where 
we had a close-up view of his beautiful Matetsi sable, recently purchased at a game 
auction. Then we visited the tourist complex he is constructing in a picturesque granite 
kopje setting, and here we had a welcome cup of tea, as the day was unseasonably chilly. 
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We then went on a tour of some of the ranch, seeing various species of game, the 
highlights being a good view of his seven Gemsbok, magnificent animals which few of us 
had ever seen in the wild, and a freckled nightjar and two chicks, so perfectly 
camouflaged on a rock that it took us a long time to make them out. After a braai lunch 
we hada quick visit to some nearby caves which had cave paintings, pieces of pottery and 
old grain bins, before heading home. 


This year there has been a wide variety of activity and interest, which must only 
increase interest in the Society. Thanks must go to Mrs Macdonald for her time and 
support, and most especially to Mr Macdonald, without whom we would have accom- 
plished very little. 


C.J. 


Snake Club 


The humble egg-eater is a slender and slow moving nocturnal snake. It does resemble 
the night adder in markings and colouring and it does often strike out aggressively as 
a defensive mechanism. Mimicry then goes one step further — the egg-eater is unable 
to exhale strongly to frighten off its enemies so it circles back on itself and rubs its rough 
scales against one another to reproduce a hiss. Clearly these defensive mechanisms do 
work; otherwise this harmless snake would be extinct. But how does this little guy 
manage for food? He had evolved to cope only with small eggs which occur mainly in trees 
and shrubs. To assist climbing up rough bark, his moderate length gives him good reach 
and his rough scales give increased friction. We, with our intelligence, could stand at the 
foot of a tree, check branches for possible nests and then consider logically if a tree is 
worth climbing. But snakes operate instinctively and without a reasoning logic, and the 
prospect of an egg-eater climbing a tree and then checking out the maze of branches for 
anest must seem to us quite daunting. Egg-eaters can go for a year or more without food, 
and bearing in mind the shortness of the egg season and the seeming difficulty of findin g 
suitable nests, the egg-eaters must be able to survive routinely prolonged periods 
without food. The female does lay a moderate number of eggs to ensure the survival of 
the species, but with the odds stacked so heavily against this snake, we must wonder if 
we have missed something. Is it possible that Mother Nature, or the Great Intelligence, 
has equipped it better than we at present appreciate? Is it just possible that egg-laying 
birds have an extra constituent in their faeces so that the snake on the ground can detect 
this and perhaps narrow down its search. This is just a thought — the scientist could use 
electrodes to test for stimulation under controlled conditions. A schoolboy could set up 
a simpler test using faeces from cage birds that are breeding and a number of sample 
‘trees’. If the faeces were placed experimentally beneatha single tree and the snake was 
then released, its selection of tree, repeated many times, would be significant. 


In similar vein, many pythons that we have investigated have twenty or more ticks 
beneath their scales, to be shed when the python sloughs its skin. I have never noticed 
a comparable number on the smaller olive grass snake. The olive does often turn back 
on itself and rub the side of its head along its lower flanks — it has been suggested that 
the olive secretes a fluid which repels ticks, and that the rubbing movement is really the 
snake applying the barrier cream. Again a simple experiment could give statistical 
evidence as the preliminary to supporting or disproving this hypothesis. 
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Our Snake Club is really all about everything to do with snakes, from simple feeding 
and observation to contributing and testing new ideas. We need enquiring minds and 
original thinkers, and the eagerness to ask questions — we have the facilities for the 
researcher to set up a simple experiment to test an idea. I hope our present healthy crop 
of young members will continue with their interest in snakes, and undertake simple 
experiments in the near future. 


I must again thank Mr K. Seiler for continuing to supply frogs to the Club so regularly. 
G.A. 


The Cattle Club 


Chairman: M.A. HOMANN 


The Cattle Club has continued to thrive andindeed, expand this year. In April twenty 
head, all cull cows, were sent to the C.S.C. for slaughter and an amount of $18 500,00 was 
realised. The C.S.C. account has since been cleared for in the region of $10 000,000, but 
what is significant is that the Club still has twenty head of the original forty purchased 
through the C.S.C. These are the progeny of the cull cows and should be ready for sale 
in April/May next year. In addition twenty long weaner Hereford steers were bought 
with the kind assistance of Richard Wakefield of Tunmer Midlands in July in order to 
provide continuity of income next year. Forty-five head should be saleable in April/May 
1992. The Tuli herd (originally 10) has also expanded and now stands at twenty-five, six 
Tuli calves have been born this season and three more are expected. The total herd is 
now seventy-five head. 


The boys have been fully involved in the handling of the stock. They have carried out 
acontinuous programmeme of inoculation, dipping, dosing and branding. They have also 
cleared fence lines and maintained the handling facilities. It is interesting to note the 
ease with which the more experienced members of the Club now handle the cattle — 
dipping sessions are no longer reminiscent of the Calgary Stampede. The younger, 
newer members of the Club still create a bit of a rodeo, but they will make progress as 
they gain experience and confidence. 


The season has necessitated a fairly heavy supplementary feeding programmeme in 
which the boys have greatly assisted. Maintenance blocks have been put out since July 
and the exercise continues with the non-arrival of general rains. The herd, with the 
exception of the Tuli cows with calves, is holding its own and beginning to pick up 
condition. The Tulis are struggling to maintain condition as they are feeding calves 
without a substantial green bite for milk production. 


The thanks of the club go to a number of people who have assisted this year. Richard 
Wakefield of Tunmer Midlands provided finance for and arranged the purchase of the 
Herefords. Eugene Turino donated a substantial amount of wire for internal fencing. Dr 
Mick Gammon, the Esigodini/Mbalabala discussion group, Mike Mylne, Paul and 
Elspeth Goodwin and Willy Robinson have all provided invaluable advice based on their 
experience with livestock in the valley. Mr Bert Weeden has assisted with a generous 
donation of stock feed to help tide us over this difficult period. The Quiet Waters 
committee has always supported us, helping to look after the cattle during the holidays 
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and giving advice and assistance generally. The development of a reliable water supply 
by the Chairman and Tony Bancroft is significant in this respect. Finally thanks go to 
the hardy nucleus of boys who have continued to show enthusiasm and interest in the 
cattle and have, | hope, learnt something about the harsh realities of ranching in 
Matabeleland. 


M.A.C. 


Bee-keeping Society 


Master-in-charge: MR R.B. BREBNER 
Members: M.T. CLARKE; P.G. WOODHOUSE; A.R. WHITTALL 


We continue to be at the mercy of the laments as are most people, even remotely 
connected with agriculture in southern Matabeleland. At the time of writing, we still 
have not had any significant rain and this has dire consequences on the honey flow. In 
fact, for the last two years we have not had a cropping in October/November because of 
poor rains. 


Earlier on in the year we were able to crop the hives at the end of March. The older, 
more established hives at the Mylne's farm yielded some very nice honey from a mixed 
foraging area. A.R. Whittall and P.G. Woodhouse collected the most honey from their 
very strong hive. M.T. Clarke was not able to crop as much honey from his hive at the 
Bryans’ farm. 


Our thanks and appreciation to Mr M.R. Mylne, Mr C. Martin and Mr J. Bryan for 
allowing us to keep hives on their farms. 


R.B.B. 


First Form Courses 


The ‘old men’ sat comfortably as the sun dipped lower, sharing their memories. They 
reminisced about the old days, the good old days, when people's lives were full and when 
most Falcon parents had a boarding school background and understood the system. 
They had sent their sons to Falcon for the three proper reasons — Falcon was a bush 
school, it was a full boarding school (without the disruption caused by weekly boarders) 
and it was an outstanding school. The ‘old men’ talked nostalgically of the old rural and 
urban attitudes and values, when even in those old days, families lived for the bush; 
camping out in Wankie and before that along the Mozambique coast, shunning the 
luxury of thatch and bricks which they could not really afford. The idle thoughts then 
ranged sadly over the ‘Winds of Change’ which blew in a whole new generation, with far 
too many boys coming to Falcon for one reason only. Gone were the days when parents 
parted with their sons for the whole term — there was no half-term, no exeat and no 
telephone call (boys wrote a full, weekly letter) and even pocket money was fixed. But 
these 'old men’ are not old — their thoughts go back just over a decade. 
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Today we are faced with changes as we take in fewer traditional boys, so that the 
changed urban attitudes increase. For example, | was on House duty just last week. A 
junior boy handed in $20 and when recording this, I noticed he had handed in another 
$20 only two days previously. In the past, pocket money was fixed, placing every boy in 
the same position; and some boys drew nothing, knowing that their parents struggled 
to keep them at Falcon. Today sums in excess of $100 extra are not uncommon —I asked 
the junior, quite deliberately, who was trying to buy his affection. Another more senior 
boy presented me with a note from a parent, giving exeat permission for the son to go 
out when he wished and with whomever he wanted. The son had just had a two-night 
exeat and he was trying for another, even though half-term was coming up to be followed 
by the external examinations which could affect his whole life. The Housemaster is 
increasingly a watchdog, mindful of the pitfalls of drink, drugs and Aids in this new 
society; and even as I write, we have two boys lying in hospital badly injured after a car 
smash. Other parents have lost their sons in even worse smashes. | cannot accept that 
by pandering to the whims of their sons, parents are either helping them in their careers 
at Falcon, or preparing them for life after school. These examples of the new values are 
but two of many. The ripple effect goes further — boys talk and compare experiences, 
thus putting pressure on other boys and their parents to match the new freedoms and 
lifestyles. 


In seeking support for anexpanding adventure activity in the U.K. some 25 years ago, 
the Duke of Edinburgh wrote approximately as follows — “no-one can doubt the 
successes of the Outward Bound Schools, Adventure Playgrounds, the Duke of Edin- 
burgh Award Scheme, the Sail Training Association and the like. Where such facilities 
are not available, who can blame the youth of today for seeking other outlets to relieve 
the boredom of a mollycoddling society.” The interest and stimulation do not have to be 
just physical, but they do have to be there. If we (you as parents and we as a school) cease 
to produce a boy who is competitive in the wider world, interesting to talk to because of 
his achievements and ideas, anda model ofintegrity; then we between us will have failed. 
I cannot believe that spoon-feeding with lots of expensive, material titbits will produce 
a boy of real calibre. Perhaps this is the difference between pleasure and happiness — 
the one is a short-term affair whilst the other is long-lasting; the one is easy to achieve 
but the other involves a great deal of effort. 


The First Form Courses emerged from the problems we experienced with the 1990 
First Form intake. Many boys (not all) could not even organise themselves with a pen, 
or a handkerchief or the correct set of books for four lessons - even anticipating the 
pressures of nature outside teaching times seemed an excessive problem. Compound 
these with a general lack of maturity and the frightening spectre of a new sub-standard 
generation of Falcon boys became apparent. But in reality, to what extent will an extra 
few hours of activities each week influence boys with thirteen years of upbringing behind 
them, long holidays and over-indulgence during the term? 


This may seem a curious report on the extra First Term Activities — it is in fact an 
attempt to make parents more aware of the problems created by what some call ‘mother 
love' and others see as 'smother love’. Unfortunately, we do not have an expression for 
over-indulgence by fathers and other relatives. Our aim must be to prepare a boy to stand 
on his own two feet and help him earn the best qualification his ability allows, in 
preparation for his next step in life after school. For parents and the School to achieve 
these aims, we have to pull together without reference to easy popularity. 


G.A. 
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Rugby 1991 


The high level of interest in, and enthusiasm for rugby was apparent again during 
the 1991 season. The open group was capable of fielding seven teams at the beginning 
of the season and the age groups, apart from the U15 group, were able to produce C sides 
when necessary. The mini league flourished, with boys displaying courage and gusto and 
developing the skills of the game. Several teams, including the First XV, lost only one 
match each throughout the season which is a good indication of the degree of success 
attained. 


This achievement may be attributed in part to a concerted effort by the coaching staff 
to develop a co-ordinated approach aimed at establishing a “Falcon” pattern of rugby 
with heavy emphasis on basic skills. Several clinics were held with this in mind and it 
is hoped that as boys move up through the age groups they will be refining skills and 
tactics that they are already familiar with. In addition great. importance has been 
attached to safety, in line with developments world-wide. Several experimental safety 
laws were introduced during the season and more will be brought in at the beginning of 
the 1992 season. 


Thanks go to referees, coaches and all those people who contributed to Falcon rugby 
during 1991. Die-hard supporters travel long distances to watch Falcon teams play. 
Their interest and enthusiasm are always appreciated. Particular thanks must go to lan 
Buchanan and Peter Abbott for their invaluable assistance, advice and time. 


FIRST XV 


At the outset it seemed as if 1991 wouldbe a year of rebuilding. The majority of players 
from the 1990 team, which was unbeaten in Zimbabwe, left, leaving a very small nucleus 
of experienced players. It was, however, to prove otherwise. The team's performance in 
the pre-season festival, culminating in a cliff hanging 21-18 win over Prince Edward, 
gave some indication of what was to be a highly successful season. Many of the regular 
First XV players were drawn from the U17 group which had been so impressive as U15's. 
Although there were times when their inexperience was apparent, they played exciting, 


attractive and effective rugby, losing only one match (to Peterhouse) throughout the 
season. 


The outstanding characteristic of the team was its ability to come from behind to win 
by applying relentless pressure. In a number of matches against Prince Edward, 
Plumtree and Rossallin particular —they were down at half-time and managed to pulloff 
victories after the lead had changed hands several times. Often inexperience led to the 
use of the wrong tactics initially, but the teamhad the ability to change its pattern of play 
and break down the opposition once its weakness had been found. The key to this lay in 
the highly mobile and creative loose trio which forced mistakes to provide good quality 
second-phase possession, which frequently resulted in tries. Dogged determination led 
to wins over more experienced, mature sides. 


The pack generally dominated set scrums, but line-out possession was rather 
inconsistent. The backs were rather stereotype off set pieces and tended to move the ball 
wide too often instead of penetrating close to their loose forwards. They were, however, 
incisive and effective off second-phase ball. The back row has already been mentioned 
— it will be a force to be reckoned with next year. 
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FIRST XV RUGBY 1991 


(Left to right) 
Back row: C. KUREVA, C. CHIKWAKWATA, A. PARSONS, R. GIFFORD, 
C. WISHART, M. GIBBS, J. ELLIOT, K. BOYE, S. WINSKILL, 
T. USHEWOKUNZE, S. NORTHCRAFT. 
Front row: J. THORNYCROFT, I. MOODIE, H. STREAK (Vice-captain), MR L. 
REYNOLDS, L. SCHEEPERS (Captain), MR M. CUMMING, S. GONERA, 
R. KUIPERS, G. STEWART. 


A major feature of the team's play, and indeed a strength in Falcon rugby, was the 
ability to snap up loose ball and drive it up the field. It was this driving play which 
provided the platform for darting breaks by the scrum half, rampaging drives by the 
forwards or slick passing and running by the backs. Skilful ball retention was a 
significant strength of this successful side. 


Twelve members ofthe team will be back next season. This, in addition to the fact that 
the Second XV also comprised a number of young players, augurs well for 1992. 
Exchanges between the two teams at practices were fiercer than some matches and no 
player in the First XV could afford to be complacent. That state of affairs should persist 
and the omens are all there for a vintage 1992 season. 


Results 

vs Marondera won 57-0 vs Lomagundi won 40-10 
vs Churchill won 28-10 vs Rossall (Touring team) won 30-17 
vs Prince Edward won21-18 vs Peterhouse lost 14-4 
vs St. Georges won 15-3 vs Milton won 34-0 


52 


Colours: J.H. ELLIOT, R.E. KUIPERS, G.D. STEWART, H.H. STREAK. 


‘50’ Club: M.R. GIBBS, R.P. GIFFORD, C.D. KUREVA, A.G. PARSONS, 
H.S.M. USHEWOKUNZE (Tawanda), S.N. WINSKILL, 


C.B. WISHART. 


Matabeleland Schools Squad: 
L. SCHEEPERS, T. CHIKWAKWATA, MLR. 


GIBBS, 


J.H. ELLIOT, R.P. GIFFORD, S.O. GONERA, R.E. KUIPERS, 
I.R. MOODIE, G.D. STEWART, H.H. STREAK, 


J.J. THORNYCROFT, T. USHEWOKUNZE. 


Zimbabwe Schools: 8.0. GONERA, I.R. MOODIE, J.J. THORNYCROFT. 


L.M.R. and M.A.C, 


Photo: E. Fleming 1991 
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Cricket 1991 


Captain: D.G. CARLE 
Vice-Captain: A.R. WHITTALL 


1991 started off with a bang when a rather depleted Falcon team travelled to 
Plumtree, who were full strength, and pulled off an unlikely win thanks mainly to A.R. 
Whittall's cunning off spin and resolve with the bat. With the bulk of the U17s 
unavailable for most of the first term, and Whittall on national duty more often than 
not,it was a period of blooding and several youngsters, who would not normally have had 
a look in, gained valuable lst XI experience. 


Much wasexpected of the team once it was back to full strength andcertainly in terms 
of talent it was head and shoulders above all other school teams. But seldom was it felt 
that they had actually stamped their authority on any particular match. A combination 
of factors was certainly responsible for this situation, not the least being the obsession 
with fielding first, when the toss was won, in an effort to win games against opponents 
who were content to merely occupy the crease. The strength of the side was in its batting 
and yet on many occasions the top order batsmen failed to build on innings in their haste 
to chase runs. It is an indictment that only one century and precious few fifties were 
scored during the year, while the majority of dismissals were contrived by the batsmen. 


The bowling lacked penetration and seldom was it felt that Falcon were capable of 
running through a side. The unfortunate injury to H.H. Streak deprived the side of his 
normally effective fast bowling during the third term. R.D.F. Godden was steady but has 
lost much ofhis venom while M.R. Gibbs was far too erratic in demonstrating that he has 
genuine pace. 


In the spin department Whittall claimed 43 victims and was by far the most effective 
bowler, though even he seemed to have lost his touch towards the end. D.G. Carle's fast 
offspin style was an effective shock tactic though R.P. Gifford was generally disappoint- 
ing. 


However, to be fair to the bowlers, their cause was not helped by some of the worst 
fielding seen from a Falcon 1st XI in recent years. Strong arms did not compensate for 
a plethora of dropped catches and untidy ground fielding. J.D. Ferreira behind the 
stumps had days when he was superb, but the consistency expected ofhis this year was 
not forthcoming. 


S.O. Gonera scored the most runs and was the most consistent of the opening 
batsmen, but his impatience was his downfall on too many occasions. J.R. Elliott did not 
come up to expectations and yet he proved in one outstanding innings of 127 not out that 
he has the patience needed to be a successful opener. C.B. Wishart is another who has 
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yet to fulfil his potential. A stylish number 3, he has too many lapses of concentration 
to really dominate opposition bowlers. One always felt with Gifford that big runs were 
the order of the day but again, when he seemed to have the situation under control, he 
often threw his wicket away. Carle was disappointing as a genuine hard hitter of the ball. 
Other than on three memorable occasions he failed to get going. 


Perhaps too much was expected of this side. Certainly most opponents rose to the 
occasion when facing the Falcon powerhouse. In particular the admirable performances 
of Peterhouse made for four superb one day matches, where cricket was undoubtedly the 
winner. You are only as good as your opponents allow you to be, but often a lethargic 
complacency was Falcon's main stumbling block. Individual talent abounds with 7 of the 
team touring England with the successful Zimbabwe U17 side and 5 making the full 
national schoolboy side on its tour to Australia. But talent cannot substitute for sheer 
hard work and a positive attitude in any human endeavour. 


Results — Ist Term 


vs Plumtree won by 8 wickets (Whittall A 49 and 8 11) 

vs C.B.C. won by 10 wickets (Gonera 88*, Carle 4-6 and 4-4 

vs St. Johns lost by 2 wickets 

vs St. Georges won by 2 wickets (Carle 72) 

vs Plumtree draw (Gifford 59) 

vs Peterhouse won by 5 wickets (Whittall A 4-16) 

vs Peterhouse draw 

Festival 

vs Huntingdon (U.K.) draw (Wishart 98, Gonera 70) 

vs Eaglesvale won by 6 wickets (Carle 75 and 4-25) 

vs Lomagundi won by 6 wickets (Gifford 91, Wishart 81, Whittall 5-74) 

3rd Term 

vs Plumtree won by 44 runs (Godden 4-43) 

vs Peterhouse won by 4 wickets (Elliott 48) 

vs Peterhouse won by 7 wickets (Gonera 75* ,Gifford 54) 

vs C.B.C. won by 7 wickets (Carle 85, Gifford 51*) 

vs Plumtree won by 140 runs (Elliott 127*) 

vs St. Georges draw (Wishart 52, Gibbs 6-109) 

vs St. Johns drew (Carle 4-63) 

vs Stragglers draw (Elliott 75, Gonera 62, Gifford 61) 

Awards 

50 Club: M.R. GIBBS, B. GILMOUR, M.D. HEGARTY, 
P.J.K. WHITTALL, P.G. WOODHOUSE, J.D. FERREIRA 
(re-award), R.D.F. GODDEN (re-award). 

Colours: D.G. CARLE, R.P. GIFFORD, S.0. GONERA (new-awards), 
J.R. ELLIOTT, H.H. STREAK, C.B. WISHART (all re- 

award). 

Honours: A.R. WHITTALL 

Zimbabwe Fawns: Q. NKALA, T.N. MADONDO 


55 


Ist XI CRICKET 
(Left to right) 
Back row: B. GILMOUR, J.D. FERREIRA, P.G. WOODHOUSE, M.D. HEGARTY, 
M.R. GIBBS, R.D.F. GODDEN, PJ.K. WHITTALL, S.O. GONERA 
Front row: H.H. STREAK, J.H. ELLIOTT, A.R. WHITTALL, D.J.M. FLEMING Eszq., 
D.G. CARLE (Captain), R.P. GIFFORD, C.B. WISHART. 


Zimbabwe U17: J.R. ELLIOTT, M.R. GIBBS, R.P. GIFFORD, 
R.D.F. GODDEN, M.D. HEGARTY, H.H. STREAK, 
C.B. WISHART. 


Zimbabwe Schools: J.R. ELLIOTT, R.P. GIFFORD, H.H. STREAK, 
A.R. WHITTALL, C.B. WISHART. 
DJF. 


Soccer 1991 


I amglad to report that soccer is becoming popular at the College, despite all the odds 
against this sport. 


1991 season was a successful one. We continued to play against experienced schools 
in Bulawayo and Harare. We also competedin the Dunlop Trophy for U16, the Coca-Cola 
Trophy for Open sides and the College Press Trophy for U16. We did fairly well in all 
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SOCCER TEAM 1991 
(Left to right) 
Standing: S. BUSHE, T.T. MHONDIWA, T.K. KWELAGOBE, D.Z. MADLELA, 
T.B. MLILO, V. MPOFU. 
Seated: G. MSIMANGA, K.T. MUPITA, P.J. MILLIGAN (Captain), T. KHUMALO 
Esq., V. de. P. NYUMBU, T.M. MATUMBIKE, J. MAKOVAH. 
Seated front: G.M.C. MAYERS. 


these competitions but we were knocked out of the Dunlop Trophy and College Press 
Trophy at the semi-final level of the zone competitions. We also came third in the log of 
the zonal Coca-Cola Trophy. All these were significant achievements for the teams. 


Ist XI Results were as follows:- 


vs C.B.C. won 2-1 vs Gifford lost 4-1 
vs Milton lost 4-1 vs St. George's lost 3-2 
vs Northlea won 2-1 vs Peterhouse won 2-1 
vs Founders _ lost 3-2 vs Hamilton drew 2-2 


The junior teams played very well. They played against schools in Bulawayo and the 
local district schools. The U15 XI won seven of the twelve games they played during the 
season while the U14 XI won two, drew 3 and lost 3 out of the eight games they played. 
The juniors showed a lot of enthusiasm despite several problems that emanated from 
them being required to play rugby as a second sport. 
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I would like to thank the parents who supported us during the season. It was 
encouraging to see them cheering the teams when they played in Bulawayo or Harare. 
I would like to single out in particular Mr E. Makovah for donating two cups for Soccer 
at Falcon. 


These were for the best player of the year and the most improved player of the season. 
We are very grateful for this generous donation. 


The following boys received awards: 


“50” Club P.J. MILLIGAN, J. MAKOVAH, D.Z. MADLELA, V. MPOFU, 
K.T. MUPITA, G.M.C. MAYERS. 
Colours: V. de P. NYUMBU 


The cup for the best player of the season was won by V. de P. Nyumbu. 
G.M.C. Mayers won the cup for the Most Improved Player. 


V. de P. Nyumbu, K.T. Mupita andG.M.C. MAYERS were selected to the zonal squad. 
This was a remarkable achievement for these players. 


The Inter-House Competition was very exciting. The boys were keen to show off their 
skills and the competition was well supported by all Houses. George Grey won both the 
Junior and Senior trophies. 


lam confident that with support from the school, soccer will be one of the major sports 
in future. 


T.K. 


Squash 1991 


Falcon experienced very mixed success over the last season with disappointments in 
the senior division and successes for the more junior players. Five of last year's top 
players elected to concentrate on a single major sport, so that the senior teams lost 
experienced and skilled players and Squash lost a major portion of its past investment 
in building for the future. In fact, the open individual championship event was won by 
one of the five, despite his lack of recent League competition. In consequence, the two 
open teams were weak and finished on or near the bottom of the 2nd and 4th 
Matabeleland Leagues in Bulawayo. Our two more junior teams finished 1st and 2nd in 
the usual lower leagues which was very creditable, and a 5th team in the Bulawayo 
Schools' League also did well. Several promising 1st Formers emerged from the 
individual championships — this bodes well for the future, provided we do not lose them 
when they are becoming really useful. 


In our internal championships, R.D.F.Godden won the open event with C.N. Hill the 
losing finalist. In the intermediate section, M.E. McCallum played consistent squash to 
beat the erratic I.D. Hastings. In an interesting and competitive match, A.M. Blignaut 
beat R.S. Nesbitt in the junior division. In the Inter-House competition, Oates broke 
Chubb's recent monopoly of the trophy, relegating them to runners-up. The School 
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SENIOR SQUASH TEAM 
(Left to right) 
Standing: B.S. ALLOTT, D.B. GEMMILL 
Seated: D.A. BRIDGEFORD, C.J. HILL (Captain), G.H. WEBB. 


awards naturally reflected the disappointing results in the senior group, and B.S. Allott, 
D.A. Bridgeford and C.N. Hill were elected to the '50' Club. Finally we say goodbye to 
Mr P.G. Westwood who has had two successful seasons playing in the teams — he also 
assisted with the coaching and we wish him continuing success in South Africa. 


G.A. 
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Photo: E. Flemming 1991 


Swimming 1991 


This year there have been only two 1 hour training sessions per week, one for Juniors 
and one for Seniors. Training as a result was insufficient to develop a high level of skill 
and fitness amongst the boys. Some boys who obtained written permission from their 
parents were permitted to train in the early mornings on their own. 


At the Inter-school Gala Falcon came second losing to C.B.C., G.D.R. Stewart winning 
4 events; A.S. Carson 2 events and A.R. Goddard 2 events. M.R. Love, A.G. Gardener 
P. Britten and G.K. Roselt each winning one event. Falcon College's diving board was 
broken and the boys only managed two diving sessions in town. Despite this setback they 
gained one 2nd and three 3rds. 


Tredgold won the Standards competition, Hervey the Inter-House Swimming Gala 
and Tredgold the Inter-House Relay Gala. 


Finally, thanks to the Swimming Captain G.D.R. Stewart for his competence, 
efficiency and helpfulness during the swimming term. 


Awards 

“50” Club A.S. CARSON, M.R. LOVE, A.G. GARDENER. 
Colours: P.R. BRITTEN 

Honours: G.D.R. Stewart (re-award). 


WB: 
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SWIMMING TEAM 1991 


(Left to right) 
Back row: S.M. HILDEBRAND, A.R. GODDARD, C.1. CARVALHO, 
A.G. GARDENER, M.R. LOVE, K.J. ADAIR, S. DRUMMOND. 


Centre row: A.S. CARSON, R.D. ADAIR, P.J. WIGHAM, A. POTGEITER, 
G.D.R. STEWART, P.J. MILLIGAN, P. BRITTEN, J. THORNYCROFT, 


B. MILLIGAN. 


Front row: P. TIMVEOS, B. SCOTT, J. EDWARDS, P. PRESTON, C.J. JENNINGS, 


A.C. WATSON, M. QUERL, A.K. GROENEWALD. 


Hockey 1991 


As ever, Falcon's hockey was played with enthusiasm and commitment and, on the 
whole, with success. It was good this year to be able to play some new schools and to find 
more matches for the 4th XI and C, even D teams. Despite being stretched on the 
coaching front we raised more teams than ever before. 


The 1st XI were able to host two touring sides, both visits great successes on and off 
the field in their own way. The young 2nd XI was undefeated and with promising young 
players coming through, we look forward to strong hockey teams at the top next year. 
It was also generally reckoned that the coaching assistance from first game players in 
junior games was particularly good, many also proving excellent umpires. The 3rd XI and 
4th XI showed Falcon's depth of talent. .T.M. Leher's dedication here was a great 
example in the absence of a regular coach, though thanks are due to Mr A. Gilmour for 
helping out when he could. Indeed, Queen's Hockey Club proved an excellent supporter 


61 


1st TEAM HOCKEY 1991 
(Left to right) 
Standing: N. NKALA, R.B. BIN-ALI, D.B. GEMMILL, G.B. MACDONALD, S.N. 
WINSKILL, R.D. REED, B. GILMOUR. 
Seated: G.H. WEBB, A.R. WHITTALL, H.S.M. (Mangu) USHEWOKUNGZE, L.G. 
KUTTNER, C.B. McNALLY, A.E. SELBY. 


of Falcon hockey this year. Many thanks to us players and we hope such good links will 
be maintained. 


The U15A XI had a mixed season but memorable matches were played against 
Peterhouse and Prince Edward. P.L. Brown and Q. Nkala show much potential. The 
U15B side produced a 100% record for the season. The U14A side played some super 
hockey but let themselves down in front of goal. D.M. Mudenda in goal was the 
outstanding player, B.K. Hilderbrand the most improved. The B team again was very 
successful. U13 sides are always unpredictable but boys like R.D. Croxford and MI. 
Morgan-Davies should develop well. 


Although George Grey was the clear winner in the Senior House hockey the general 
standard of play was higher than usual. The junior competition was a closer affair and 
again played with much spirit. For George Grey to win at both levels was a rare 
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achievement but for the two sides to be captained by brothers — N. and Q. Nkala — is 
probably unique. The senior and junior mini-leagues also ran throughout the term, 
fiercely contested and giving pleasure to those involved. 


As ever, our grateful thanks go to Mr J. Posselt and Mr A.J. MacIntosh for 
maintenance of the grounds and for catering respectively. 


R.B.H. 


1st TEAM 


I cannot remember when a Falcon 1st XI hockey made such a dramatic start to a 
season - a 0-6 drubbing by St. George's and, what's more, in front of a home crowd! 
Initially the team was shocked and despondent, but a lengthy team walk, a change of 
tactics and some intensive training soon put things right. The following weekend in 
Harare saw three wins against Harare sides. The last of these was an exciting and 
fiercely contested game against a strong Prince Edward side. 


The rest of the season was very successful with the team only losing one other game 
and this was to the talented Swifts side from the United Kingdom which had no fewer 
than five junior international players in it. The return game against Prince Edward at 
the end of the season proved to be as much of a cliff-hanger as the first, but again Falcon 
emerged as victors. Another memorable game was against Peterhouse, played at 
Peterhouse, where we won by a single goal. 


What were the ingredients that led to the successful season? Firstly, it was a team 
with a mixture of youthful talent (seven of the players will be back in 1992) and 
experience. Secondly, the side hardly changed during the season, so players all 
understood each other's game thoroughly which contributed to sound defence, well co- 
ordinated mid-field build-up and some exciting attacking play. Thirdly, apart from all 
that was achieved at official practices, members of the team put a great deal of extra time 
into the improvement of skills, set pieces and goal scoring. Finally, Ushewokunze 
(Captain) and Kuttner (Vice-captain) were inspiring leaders who were not only 
skillfulplayers in their own right, but who understood the game, were able to read 
changes and able to adjust tactics accordingly. Ushewokunze was one of the finest 
captains I have had in my eighteen years of coaching at 1st XI level. 


Our game against St. Paul's College from Windhoek in Namibia has broken new 
ground. It is on the cards that in August 1992 a Falcon team will tour Namibia. The side 
should be a good one because apart from the present 1st XI players there will be a number 
of talented players from the young unbeaten 2nd XI. 


G.A.M. 
Results 
1st XI 
vs St. George's Lost 0-6 vs Northlea Won 5-0 
vs St. John's Won 38-2 vs Plumtree Drew 0-0 
vs Eaglesvale Won 2-0 vs St. Paul's (Namibia) | Won 5-0 
vs P.E. Won 2-1 Won 2-1 vs Swifts (U.K.) Lost 0-5 
vs C.B.C. Drew 1-1 Won 3-1 vs Peterhouse Won 1-0 
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Photo: E. Fleming 1991 


P W D L F 
Ist XI 12 8 2 2 24 
2ndxI 9 8 1 0 35 
8rd XI 5 5 0 0 238 
4th XI 3 2 1 0 9 
5th XI 2 2 OF 407 set 
U15A 6 3 1 2 8 
U1I5B 6 6 0 0 20 
UI5C 1 0 iL 0 1 
Leading Goalscorers 
20 B.T. WATAMBWA (14B) 


17. G.H. WEBB (2nd) 
138 =D.S. MIDDLETON (15B) 


A 


aL 


10 


P 
U14A 6 
U14B 8 
U14C 4 
U14D 2 
U13A 7 
U13B mh 
U13C 2 
OVERALL 80 


12. R.D. CROXFORD (138A) 
8  B. GILMOUR (1st) 
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12 


8 D.M.L. SWIFT (13B) 


L F 
1 9 
1 36 
3 7 
0 4 
3 -17 
1 22 
0 10 

13 236 


13 


15 


83 


Awards 


Senior House Hockey Cup: GEORGE GREY 

Junior House Hockey Cup: GEORGE GREY 

Senior Mini-League Winners: FOUNDERS 

Junior Mini-League Winners: GEORGE GREY 

Most Improved Senior Player: N.NKALA 

Most Improved Junior Player: M.G. STONE 

Zimbabwe Schools: L.G. KUTTNER, H.S.M. (Mangu) 
USHEWOKUNZE 


Matabeleland Schools A: H.S.M. (Mangu) USHEWOKUNZE (Captain), 
L.G. KUTTNER, C.B. MCNALLY 
A.R. WHITTALL (Captain), R.B. BIN-ALI, 


D.B. GEMMILL, B. GILMOUR 


Matabeleland Schools B: 


Honours: L.G. KUTTNER, H.S.M. (Mangu) 
USHEWOKUNZE 

Colours: C.B. MCNALLY, A.R. WHITTALL 

“50” Club: R.B. BIN-ALI, D.B. GEMMILL, B. GILMOUR, 


T.M. LEHER, G.B. MACDONALD, N. NKALA, 
A.E. SELBY, J.J. WINGFIELD. 


Athletics 1991 


The first term of any year is always very hectic, with cricket, waterpolo, basketball, 
swimming and tennis all taking preference until the fixture-free weekend. Only then 
does athletics really begin. This actually puts us at a disadvantage over other schools, 
some of whom train for athletics during the last half of the third term and continue for 
the whole of the true athletics season. Anyway, Falcon schoolboys are a breed apart and 
always seem to rise to the occasion. 


We attended more athletics meetings this year than in the past and put in some truly 
creditable performances. The first meeting — an Action Athletics Meeting held at Milton 
— provided an early sign of some of the talent we actually held at Falcon. Even though 
we came third behind Plumtree and Milton, the boys and were thrilled with some of the 
individual performances, particularly with T.M. Matumbike (captain) in the open 400m 
and B.S. Scott U16 400m races. 


The Hexagonal Meeting was held at Plumtree and again we witnessed some 
outstanding performances in the 400m relay events — once again inspired by the team 
captain T.M. Matumbike. Plumtree won this meeting quite convincingly, with Falcon 
taking a creditable second place. We then realized how much work had to be done before 
Falcon hosted the inter-school's meeting. 


The Inter-schools was attended by Hamilton, C.B.C., Cyrene, Milton, Gifford, 
Mzingwane and Plumtree and hosted at Falcon. This meeting proved the calibre of boys 
we have here at Falcon. Having been soundly beaten by Plumtree twice, the team 
accepted the challenge and pulled out all the stops. Going into the final event the scores 
were even. Plumtree, with their very fast open relay scored first place and Falcon 
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ATHLETICS 1991 


Left to right) 
Back row: S. GONERA, P. MILLIGAN, J. THORNYCROFT, P. WOODHOUSE, 
A. WHITTALL, J. ELLIOTT, N. JACKSON, G. MAYERS, C. CARVALHO, 
J. MAKOVAH, R. EVANS, Z. GAd, B. GILMOUR 
4th row: R. SMILES, L. DUSART, B. SCOTT, J. WAY, J. CONDON, J. PAVELY, 
M. NKALA, D. SIELER, J. EDWARDS, I. HASTINGS, D. FIGGINS, 
P. BROWN, T.M. MACHIRI 
3rd row: R. TORRIE, M. MPOFU, C. PITCHFORD, T. MLILO F. PAUNGANWA, 
R. STUART, P. WIGHAM, R. HAYLER, R. ADAIR, V. PAUNGANWA, K. ADAIR, 
S. DRUMMOND, B. ROBERTS, R. ZAAL, E. SITHOLE, R. MITCHELL, Q. NKALA 
Seated: B. SCOTT, T. DILLON, H. STREAK, T. CHIKWAKWATA, L. SCHEEPERS, 
T. MATUMBIKE, S. WELMAN, R. SITHOLE, C. KUREVA, 
A. SELBY, S. NORTHCROFT. 
Front row: R. CROXFORD, R. LONGHURST, C. MURRAY, T. MACHIRI, D. 
SMALL, T. NKALA, D. MAKOVAH, A. WATSON 
A. CAPON, C. MANDUNA, B. KGAFELA. 


managed third. Plumtree therefore won the meeting 3 points ahead of Falcon — full 
credit must go to the Falcon boys for their courage, drive and determination. 


Notable performances at the inter-schools meeting were achieved by: 


R.D. SITHOLE — Open 100m 

H.H. STREAK — UI17 Javelin 

B.S. SCOTT — U16 400m, Javelin 
C.B. WISHART — U17 Hurdles, 400m 
C.D. KUREVA — U16 100m, 200m 
W.S. NORTHCROFT — U17100m 
T.M.MATUMBIKE — Open 400m (Captain) 
I.K. KWELAGOBE — U16 Shot Put 

T.I. DILLON — U17 Discus 


These boys recorded first places, dozens of others came second or third. Unfortu- 
nately not all the members of the athletics team couldbe awarded colours or half-colours, 
but they do know that every performance counted to the overall result. 
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The entire Falcon Athletics Team should be commended on their spirit and determi- 
nation as countless hours of team and personal training went into the preparation and 
build-up for the inter-schools. It really is a pleasure to work with such dedicated and big- 
hearted Falcon boys. 


My sincere thanks must also go to Mr J.D. Posselt who maintained the fields in such 
fine condition (with his labour force); Mr L.M. Reynolds whose assistance in coaching and 
sound advice helped me through the season; Mr L. van Wyk who also assisted in training 
and Mr P.G. Westwood who organised the Inter-house standards competition. 


The Falcon staff are also to be thanked for the time given in officiating at all the 
athletics meetings. Lastly, my thanks go to Mr A.J. McIntosh, and the catering staff to 
all the grounds staff whose services made these meetings possible. 


AWARD WINNERS: 
Re-award “50” Club “50” Club 
A.E. SELBY L. SCHEEPERS, A. SCHEEPERS, T.I. DILLON 
(for his excellent organisation C.B. WISHART, H.H. STREAK, 
of House Athletics) W.S. NORTHCROFT 
T.A. CHIKWAKWATA, C.D. KUREVA, 
B.S. SCOTT. 
Re-award Colours Colours 
S.C. WELMAN R.D. SITHOLE, T.M. MATUMBIKE 
Citations 


I.M. CONOLLY (organisation of facilities and equipment). 
T.M. MATUMBIKE (Organisation of Standards competition and training). 


I.M. CONOLLY deserves special mention as my “Right-hand man”. He was the 
organisational force behind the success of Falcon Athletics, spending many hours 
preparing the field, equipment and his helpers. 


MJ.R. 


Tennis 1991 


Tennis remains an excellent popular sport at Falcon and the five courts that we have 
do not really meet the demand for playing time. This is evidenced by the fact that at any 
time during the weekend or the afternoon the courts are being utilised by enthusiasts 
with an overspill playing against the wall. The courts are also suffering from the 
continual usage but hopefully all five will be resurfaced and revamped early in the new 
year. 


Tennis is well subscribed through the age groups, so much so that we have had to split 
sessions to cater for group and team practices. As many as 52 boys were turning up in 
the open age group on two afternoons a week. A tennis ladder was instituted and this 
has led to some healthy competition for the top eight places which make up the second 
team. I hope to organise more fixtures for the second team next year. 
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The first team captained by J.V.H. Sanders had a year of mixed fortunes. We had a 
ding dong battle against C.B.C. in the first term, but were beaten by them in the 
preliminaries of the Mim du Toit competition in the third term. We were able to more 


. 


oe 


ist TEAM TENNIS 


(Left to right) 
Back row: L.B. DAVEL, J.D. FERREIRA 
Front row: S.V. WINSKILL, V de P. NYUMBU, J.V.H. SANDERS, R.P. GIFFORD, 
C.B. WISHART. 


than hold our own in the double matches, but need to pay attention to our singles. Once 
again lack of courts prohibits too many sessions where we can concentrate on this factor 


of the game. Another limiting factor is the lack of competition in Matabeleland with 
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fixtures being played against only three other schools. Next year I hope to organise 
matches against adult club sides in Bulawayo. 


The junior teams have had a successful year and what is promising is the number of 
useful under 15 team players who will be joining the open age group in 1992. I would also 
like to see the combined U14/U13 team have separate fixtures next year as there is 
certainly the numbers and the enthusiasm to warrant this. 


Once again, with the lack of outside competition, the school championships and the 
inter-house tennis were closely contested and followed with much interest. Hervey won 
the junior (George Grey runner-up) and Founders won the senior competition (George 
Grey runner up). The results of the school championships were as follows: 


Open singles: J.V.M. Sanders bt R.D.F. Godden 2-6, 6-3, 6-3 


Open doubles: R.D.F. Godden and V de P. Nyumbu bt S.N. Winskill and 
J.V.M. Sanders 6-2, 7-5. 


Middle singles: L.B. Davel bt G.M. Finch 6-0, 6-1. 


Middle doubies: L.B. Davel and R.A. Goddard bt A.S. Chathley and K.P. Russell 
6-4,6-2. 


Junior doubles: A.M. Blignaut and K.M.C. Lombard bt J.R. Halsted and 
D.M.L. Swift 6-4, 6-0. 


Overall, I would say our greatest weakness through the age groups is the reliance of 
boys at all levels on the defensive, sociable base line game in both singles and doubles. 
Many of the top players in the school are guilty of this and until they can change their 
style of play to a more attacking serve and volley game they will make no progress in 
competitive tennis. They must develop the confidence to approach the net and “punch” 
incisive volleys. This will be the main thrust of our coaching programme next year. 


Finally, I would like to thank our Botswana parents for providing tennis balls to the 
school. Without their efforts it would be extremely difficult to keep tennis as a viable 
sport at Falcon. 


R.B.B. 


Basketball 1991 


This was the most successful season to date since the introduction of basketball at 
Falcon seven years ago. Despite a lack of height and any real individual stars the team 
was enormously effective. The reasons were that the side combined superbly together, 
were always willing to work hard at improving and were fiercely competitive. 


In the First term the team did very well by coming second in the Matabeleland Schools 
league and winning ten out of its eleven league matches. 


In the Third term after an inauspicious start with two losses in friendly matches the 
team resolutely set about preparation for the big tournaments ahead. Competing in 
Harare in the Leyland Shield inter-schools championships, Falcon made a big impact as 
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BASKETBALL TEAM 1991 
(Left to right) 
Standing: G. MSIMANGA, C.D. KUREVA, TM. LEHER, F. PAUNGANWA 
A, G. NYUMBU, B.N.B. NCUBE 
Seated: T. USHEWOKUNZE, R.O.J. STUART, MR L.M. REYNOLDS, 
M. USHEWOKUNGZE (Captain), T.A. CHIKWAKWATA, V. de P. NYUMBU. 


ateam by going through to the final of the plate competition. In an exciting final against 
Thornhill, the team lost 60-58 in the dying seconds of the game. Wellon top through most 


of the match, two key players were ‘fouled out' and the replacements were not quite up 
to the task of helping hold on to the lead. 


In Bulawayo a week later it was a determined side that participated in the V.K. 
Doolabh Shield competition which was to decide the top team amongst Bulawayo 
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schools. With fourteen schools competing, the matches were hotly contested affairs. 
Falcon was outstanding throughout a long day and showed great tenacity and team 
commitment to qualify for the finals against Founders as the only other unbeaten team. 
Showing no respect whatsoever for their illustrious rivals, who have dominated 
Matabeleland basketball for so long, Falcon led from the start and dominated the match. 
Superb team play, using fast breaks in attack and a relentlessly tight defence, 
ensured that Falcon dominated the match to emerge worthy winners and the new 
Matabeleland schools champions. The final score was 49-45. 


Mangu Ushewokunze was an outstanding captain throughout the year. He lead by 
example and managed to motivate and extract the most fromhis team. George Carvalho, 
who has put so much into helping coach Falcon basketball, must be thanked for his 
significant part in the successes of the 1991 team. Likewise Mr T. Khumalo continues 
to give invaluable assistance wtih coaching junior basketball. 


Finally, Falcon basketballers must be both congratulated and thanked for their hard 
work and dedication to the game. It was their unstinting efforts and self belief that 
provided the basis for an enormously successful year. 


Captain: H.S.M. (Mangu) USHEWOKUNZE 
Colours: H.S.M. (Mangu) USHEWOKUNZE, T.A. CHIKWAKWATA, 
R.D.J. STUART 
'50' Club (re-awards): V. de P. NYUMBU, H.SM. (Tawanda) USHEWOKUNZE. 
'50' Club: C.D. KUREVA, G.J.B. NYUMBU, F. PRUNGANWA, 
G. MSIMANGA, B.N.B. NCUBE, T.M. LEHER. 


L.M.R. 


Waterpolo 1991 


“The fault, dear Brutus, is not in our stars, but in ourselves, that we are underlings.” 


These immortal words from Shakespeare's Julius Caesar must be the epitaph for the 
1991 Waterpolo team. 


In retrospect what remains the greatest mystery is how a team with such an 
incredible array of talent could have struggled for so long to find the form and rhythm 
needed to play good polo. 


In truth this became the classic case of “a team of stars but not a star team.” 


When the teams performance for the year is compared with that of our great rivals 
C.B.C., this fact becomes even more obvious. For, right up until the final match of the 
Hart Trophy, Falcon was regularly beaten by a team who insofar as talent is concerned 
was in every way inferior. The team of stars was beaten with monotonous regularity by 
the star team, and therein perhaps lies the lessons to be learned from this year's 
experience. 1991 was a very important year, not for what was achieved, but for the 
lessons which we can learn from it. Unfortunately many of these are what not to do. 


It is unfortunate that this must be said but in future, captains of waterpolo must 
ensure that they play the best team irrespective of the players rank in the school. For 
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FIRST TEAM WATERPOLO 
(Left to right) 
Standing: A. SELBY, M. LOVE, P. MILLIGAN, P. BRITTEN, A. CARSON, 
B. MILLIGAN. 
Seated: J. THORNYCROFT, I. MOODIE, L. SCHEEPERS, K. BOYE, G. STEWART. 


instance the Falcon team owes its win in the Hart Trophy to a lucky “accident”. For the 
whole year, the key position of sitter had been occupied by an Upper Sixth boy. When 
he was forced to withdraw from the team because of injury, the fourth former who took 
his place, turned out to be an excellent player who went on to win a place in the 
Matabeleland 'A’ squad. What is more significant is that once this key position was 
properly handled and the ball distributed as it should have been, then the Falcon team 
was able to realize its potential and finished up convincing winners. 
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The outlook for 1992 is very promising, with players of the calibre of Thornycroft and 
Love to spear-head the attack, we also have strong potential in such attacking forwards 
as Carson and Pohl. 


In 1987 Richard Follwell began Falcon's tradition of great goalkeepers — Meyers 
seems set to maintain this tradition. Selby and Britten should be able to keep our goal 
area safe from the opposition's attacking forwards. 


RG. 
Awards 
Senior Interhouse: HERVEY 
Junior Interhouse: HERVEY 
Fred Wilson Cup (most improved player in Matabeleland): M.R. LOVE 
Gary Noryall Trophy (best attacking forward): J.J.M. THORNYCROFT 
Zimbabwe Schools: I.R.J. MOODIE, L. SCHEEPERS, G.D.R. STEWART, 
J.J.M. THORNYCROFT. 
Matabeleland Schools A: I.R.J. MOODIE, L. SCHEEPERS, G.D.R. STEWART, 
J.J.M. THORNYCROFT, M.R. LOVE 
Matabeleland Schools B: P. BRITTEN, A.S. CARSON, A.E. SELBY, 
P.J. MILLIGAN 
Honours: LR.J. MOODIE, L. SCHEEPERS 
Colours: G.D.R. STEWART, J.J.M. THORNYCROFT 
“50” Club: M.R. LOVE, P.J. MILLIGAN 


Golf 1991 


Captain: C.B. MCNALLY 


In the first term a large number of boys indicated that they wished to play golf. This 
initial enthusiasm soon diminished and the club was left with a core of keen golfers who 
travelled to Bulawayo on Sundays. 


Despite the loss of the more experienced and lower handicapped players at the end 
of 1990, the College performed creditably in the two interschools matches in which they 
played. The competition in the first term was held at Kadoma, where C.B. McNally 
gained a first in the individual nett while T.I. Dillon came fifth. The team came seventh 
out of the twelve schools represented. 


In the third term the interschools competition was held at Bulawayo Golf Club. The 
team came third out of eight schools. S.N. Winskill gained a first place in the individual 
nett, while J.V.H. Sanders won a prize for the longest drive. 


1991 saw the second of the inter-house competitions with the Smart Trophy being 
won by Hervey with Tredgold a very close second. The Hutchings Trophy was won byC.B. 
McNally (Tredgold) after a play off with M.F.J. Selby (Hervey). 


The following boys represented Falcon in the inter-schools competitions in 1991:- 
C.B. McNally (capt.) J.V.H. Sanders, S.N. Winskill, C.N. Hill, T.I. Dillon, S.C. Hoy, and 
M.F.J. Selby. 

E.M.C. 
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Cross-country 1991 


The cross-country season was centred largely around the inter-house events, as 
Falcon did not take part in the inter-schools competition. These inter-house competi- 
tions were fiercely contested, with some fine times being recorded. 


The Junior Relay event was won by Chubb, with B.C. Scott from Oates recording the 
fastest time of 12 minutes 29 seconds. The Intermediate Relay was won by Oates, with 
B.S. Scott recording the fastest time of 12 minutes 7 seconds. The Senior Relay was won 
by Hervey, while J.J.M. Thornycroft of Tredgold had the fastest time of 11 minutes 52 
seconds. 


Every boy is expected to take part in the longer inter-house cross-country competi- 
tion, all trying to get points for their House. J.S.M. Thornycroft (Tredgold) won the junior 
event in 21 minutes and 9 seconds, while T.B. Mlilo (Hervey) won the senior event ina 
time of 19 minutes 43 seconds. We have several fine long distance runners at Falcon, and 
hope to utilise their talent next year when we enter more cross-country events. 


MJ.R. 


Old Boys’ Association 


BIRTHS 


BOAST — to Clive and Ashlin a son in January 1991 
GALLOWAY — to Colin and Carolyn, a daughter in January 
HENNING — to Derek and Allison a daughter in January 
NICOLLE — to Patrick and Belinda, a daughter in April 
TAYLOR — to Matthew and Judy a son in April 
WOODHOUSE — to Mark and Ams a son in May 

FILES — to Paul and Jane a son in June 

ARKELL — to Nick and Adrianne a daughter in July 
LONGHURST — to Barry and Gail a son in September 
PARHAM — to Wayne and Liz a son in October 

NICOLLE — to ‘J.C.’ and Jo a daughter in October 

Lamy (née Taylor) to Pru and Alain a son in October 
STANSBURY — to Neill and Catherine a daughter in October 
THERNOUTH — to lan and Mary a daughter in November 
KEARNS — to Stuart and Julie a son in December 
ENGLAND — to David and Lara a daughter in November 
KNAGGS — to Charles and Georgina a son in November 
BEAVEN — to Mark and Joey a son in December 

VAN ZYL — to Marcus and Coco a daughter in December 


ENGAGEMENTS 


DOLLAR — WHYSALL: Geoff Dollar to Kathryn Whysall 
HENDERSON — O'BRIEN: Roy Henderson to Cherie O'Brien 
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LITTLE — GROBLER: Roger Little to Linda Grobler 

WENHAM — LEVINGS: Gary Wenham to Debbie Levings 
HAMILTON — BUCKSTON: Hamish Hamilton to Tracey Buckston 
PHILIP — CAMPBELL: Shaun Philip to Audrey Campbell 
DABBS — BALL: Graham Dabbs to Ruth Ball 

SINCLAIR — BARLOW: Barry Sinclair to Joanne Barlow 
RANDALL — GRAHAM: Mark Randall to Frances Graham 
EVISON — BLACKBURN: Rob Evison to Gillian Blackburn 
BENNIE — RHODES: Paul Bennie to Michelle Rhodes 

DOUIE — SCHOLTZ; Walter Douie to Martina Scholtz 

DE LA FARGUE — TEALE: James de la Fargue to Wendy Teale 
SNATER — KINNEAR: Carl Snater to Marcelle Kinnear 
STAUNTON — PURCHASE: Larry Staunton to Anita Purchase 
McAULAY — ALBERTYN: Richard McAulay to Lisa Albertyn 
BREST — CAREW: David Brest to Zoe Carew 

HOLE — HAIDEN: Evan Hole to Allyson Haiden 

PAYNE — FYNN: Duncan Payne to Lindsay Fynn 

FOLLWELL — HEWITT: Douglas Follwell to Susan Hewitt 
TENNICK — LANG: David Tennick to Frances Lang. 


ZIMBABWE 


PIETER MAARSCHALK (71) is still working for Consulting Engineers, Stewart Scott 
N.C.L., spending most of his time on the Tokwane Diversion Canal construction 
project in the Lowveld. (P.O. Box 1748 Harare). Another FOB involved in the project 
is MARCUS VAN ZYL (75) who is with earthmoving contractors, Gulliver (P.O. Box 
2035 Harare). 

PAUL MAARSCHALEK (72) (P.O. Box 2786 Harare) is now the Treasurer of the FOB's 
committee in Harare and Manager in the Corporate Finance Department of First 
Merchant Bank of Zimbabwe. He is enjoying Merchant Banking, especially project 
promotion and raising development capital. He is actively involved with Rotary and 
plays tennis and squash. He has two sons at St. John's Prep. 

ROSS MILNE (78) (P.O. Box 794 Marondera) is tobacco farming in the Wedza area and 
playing District gold and cricket. 

DUNCAN PAYNE (86) (P.O. Box 198 Ruwa) graduated from Lackham College in June 
1990 with a three year diploma in Agricultural Engineering. He has completed his 
second full season on his father's farm growing tobacco and maize. 

He met ROB WEBB (62) recently, who is doing computer programming in Perth, Austra- 
lia. He also writes that RUSSELL HYDE (86) is married to a girl from Chicago, and 
is living in the U.S.A. 

OSCAR MITUMBITLI (88) (Put Bag 7395 Greendale Harare) has completed a Bachelor 
of Science (Honours) degree in Economics and has joined a Harare accounting firm. 
He is still playing rugby for Old Georgians. He has news of other FOBS:- 

MARCO NYONI (88) is in his final year at Southampton University doing BSc (Hons) 
in Geophysical Science; 

REGIS MUNYORO (88) at Rhodes has completed his degree in journalism and plans 
to return to do an LLB. 

FARAI MAFUNGA (88) is in the U.K. doing a law degree; 

GWESE NEMAPARE (88) is at U.Z. doing his final year of B.A. (Hons); 

N. CHORUMA (88) is doing accountacy with a Bulawayo firm; 
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MARTIN KAOMA (88) is currently in the U.S.A. as an emergent businessman; 

PROFESSOR HADEBE (88) is an aspiring sub-editor on 'The Chronicle’ in Bulawayo. 

DOUGLAS KAYISA NDIWEN] (83) is the Headmaster of Nswazi Secondary School near 
Gwanda and reports have it that he has imposed a Falcon-style discipline on the 
school. 

ROBERT CHALISS (60) is still teaching at St. George's in Harare. 

JOY-ANNE COX (79) is Head of the History Department at Girls’ College in Bulawayo. 
She writes that- 

MARGARET GOODBURN (83) was in Zimbabwe on holiday in March 1991. Margie was 
awelcome guest on Founders Day — she was clearly delighted to be back —and spent 
a few days at the College visiting old haunts. 

GEORGE JEFFREYS (80) (P.O. Box AC 24 Ascot Bulawayo) is now teaching Commerce 
at the Bulawayo Technical College. He recently visited Britain to negotiate the 
possible sponsoring of Zimbabwe students to study banking in the U.K. 

DAVID WORDS WORTH (83) (P.O. Box 356 Kwekwe) is stillemployed by Zimbabwe Min- 
ing and Smelting Company in Kwekwe. 

BRETT STEAD (90) (22 Cambridge Drive, Greendale, Harare) is presently working in 
the U.K. with an Engineering Company for a year's experience. He is hoping to return 
to Zimbabwe in 1992 to do his Articles. He writes that DUNCAN STORRER (86) is 
enjoying the rewards of his manual labour in Australia and is now travelling around 
Europe. 

HEATH MYRTLE (86) (P.O. Box 125 Victoria Falls) has left Shearwater and is now 
managing a new white water rafting operation. 

ANDREW DIX (85) (16 Rochester Crescent, Alexandra Park, Harare) is presently work- 
ing for Sedgewick Forbes as an Insurance Broker. He continues to umpire cricket at 
the club level and is now playing for Alexander 2nd XI. He was on a tour to the U.K. 
in June 1991 with the Stragglers Cricket Club. His brother SIMON (87) is at present 
helping his father run Fax World (Put) Ltd in Harare. He was planning a trip to the 
U.K. and Europe in July 1991. 

ANDREW BONE (75) is a wildlife artist of note, and in June held an exhibition of oils 
and pencil sketches in Barbours in Harare. 

PHILIP NICOLLE (78) is still farming in the Chinhoyi area, and was Oil Seed Grower 
of the Year 1990. It was reported in “The Farmer’ in March “1991 thatavery successful 
Open Day was held on his farm. 

JOHN HOPKINS (79) has become a Triathlon runner of some distinction in Southern 
Africa, winning several triathlon events in various parts of the sub-continent. 

BRUNO TURNER (76) has left Wade Adams, an Engineering Company to take a long 
awaited and well-deserved break in order to visit Australia, New Zealand, the Far 
East and Europe. He plans to end up in London where he hopes to work for an 
indefinite period. He recently saw NEILL STANSBURY (76) who is currently a 
corporate lawyer in Hong Kong. 

RUSTY KNIGHT (82) married Sue Weaver in March 1991 and they are expecting their 
first child in April 1992. They are living in Merrivale near Pietermaritzburg and he 
is lecturing at Cedara Agricultural College whilst completing his Masters Degree in 
Agricultural Economics. 

GORDON and HEATHER MACDONALD (Staff) visited FRANK and PAULINE REED 
(Staff 81) at the end of 1991, and heard news of several FOBS from the Mashonaland 
Central area: 

PHILIP REED (87) has completed his first year as a Professional Hunter, and is still 
working for Safari Hunters (one of the Directors being ROGER WHITTALL (60), who 
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was badly mauled by a wounded lioness in the Matetsi area earlier in the year. He has 
recovered well from a frightening experience). 

ALASTAIR REED (85) is still working in London, but has tentative plans to return to 
Zimbabwe soon. 

SHAUN REED (885) is doing well in the banking — computing world in Johannesburg. 

MATTHEW REED (86), who is married with a son, has been working with his father 
on the family farm in Bindura. 

‘BUSTER’ BLEVIN (78) is growing tobacco on the family farm in the Mtepatepa area, 
and had avery successful 1990/91 season. He and his father have established a small 
game-fenced area on their farm. 

IAN BLEVIN (78), a captain with the Ghurkas, is presently doing a tour of duty in Belize 
in Central America, fighting drug smugglers and terrorists. 

JAMES CHANCE (85), an instructor in the Green Jackets in Dover, is planning to return 
to Zimbabwe in the near future. 

TROY NICOLLE (90) is doing a business management course at the Cape Town Techni- 
con. 

JAMES HALLETT (80) recently visited his parents. He is living and working in London. 

CHRISTOPHER HINDE (85) is due to return home soon, after a trip to the U.K. and 
Australia. 

CONRAD SIMON (79) married to Michelle, is growing tobacco in Centenary. Also farm- 
ing in Centenary is TERENCE BOYCE (78) married to Di, with a son and daughter. 

MIKE BONTHRONE (74) is an Agricura representative in Mashonaland Central. Also 
farming in the Bindura area is James Depledge-Smith (74). 

Also working with his father on a tobacco farm in Mtepatepa is WILLIAM BECKS (83), 
while his brother Richard (90) is working very hard as an assistant on his brother- 
in-law's farm. When he is able, he fits in a bit of cricket. Also farming in the Bindura 
area is BARRY THURLOW (78) (Pvt) Bag 911 Bindura). He and his family were 
recently visited by MATTHEW TAYLOR (76) and his wife, Judy who were in 
Zimbabwe on a short holiday. 

HOWARD MATTHEWS (78) who has been teaching at Ruzawi fora number of years, has 
recently been appointed the first Headmaster of the newly formed Lomagundi Junior 
School. 

JOE WHALEY (69) has a son DAVID who is now in his first year at Falcon. It may be 
of interest to FOBS to know that there are thirty sons of FOBS at Falcon at present. 

BRUCE McKENZIE (84) writing from his home in the Gweru area in July said that he 
had been conditionally accepted for an MBA course at Carnegie Mellon University in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania U.S.A. He had just returned to Zimbabwe after a six month 
educational tour to Britain, the Far East and Australia. He spent most of his time in 
Australia (on a farm) in New South Wales and was forced to wear a hat with corks 
on because of the flies! He commented that New Zealand was great and Thailand 
awesome. The combination of huge Buddhas, friendly people, unusual alphabet, 
jungle, forged student cards and delicious food was fantastic. 

FOBS continue to be prominent in the sporting world in Zimbabwe. 

ADAM HAUCKLE (89) was chosen for the Zimbabwe Cricket A squad to play against the 
touring Worcester side. Subsequently he was selected for the Zimbabwe U23 side 
which toured South Africa. Also in the same side were GLEN BROOKE-JACKSON 
(87) (Captain), GUY WHITTALL (90), CRAIG EVANS (86), ETHAN DUBE (90), 
PAUL STRANG (89) and STEPHEN PEALL (87). 

The Zimbabwe Rugby team which played in the World Cup had in it DARRYN 
MUIRHEAD (83) and WILLIAM SCHULTZ (86). A historic occasion was the game 
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between Zimbabwe and Ireland when Willie Schultz, playing at wing, scored the only 
try for Zimbabwe, while DAVID CURTIS (83) playing for Ireland at centre, also scored 
a try. The snippet screened on Z.T.V. showed these two tries in succession. 

News of the Follwell brothers: 

DOUGLAS FOLLWELL (87) is managing a tobacco farm in the Banket area. He became 
engaged to Susan Hewitt in January 1992. 

RICHARD (89)is in his second year of a veterinary course in a College in Tennessee, while 

IAN (90) is in the second year of an electrical engineering apprenticesh ip in Harare. 

MIKE HILL (81) is working for a firm of consulting engineers in Harare and visited the 
College in January 1992. He will be seen here fairly regularly this year as he is helping 
in the design and construction of the new swimming pool. 

ZANE JOHNSON (86) graduated with an engineering degree from Natal in 1990 and 
is working for Delta Corporation's project department. 

ANDY DENSEM (73) lives in Bulawayo (7 Fleming Drive, Burnside Tel. 45878) with his 
wife, Jeanette, and two children. He is working for the Bulawayo City Council in the 
Architectural Department. He says he is keen to help the School in some way. 

BERND BERKAU (82) is working at Lomagundi Road Service Station with his father 
having done his Apprenticeship in Germany. His brother, Nicholas, also works with 
his father having trained in Germany. Last December he married Gabriele Vogt. 

ANDREW BING (87) (P.O. Box 4, Gwanda) has just completed his B.A. degree in Human 
Movement Studies and is hoping to get a job in Management Training in Harare. 
His brother MARK (88) has just completed a B.Sc. degree at Rhodes and has now 
enrolled at U.Z. to do a five year Veterinary Science degree. He is teaching part-time 
at St. Georges. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


GARY NORVALL (89) has completed his second year of an engineering degree at UCT 
and played Water Polo for UCT in the Inter-varsity tournament. 

GRAEME DOLLAR (89) is also doing engineering at UCT, is now into his third year, and 
will be sharing digs in 1992 with GRAIG KUTTNER (89) and MATTHEW HALE (88). 

DION HATTON (87) has graduated with a B. Comm degree from Natal (PMB) 
university and plans to do Honours in 1992. He played 1st XV rugby for the varsity 
side in 1991 and made the S. African universities Water Polo team in November 1991. 

JANUS KORDONSKI (83) completed a mechanical engineering diploma at Natal 
Technicon and is now working for S. African Paper and Pulp Industry at Mandini in 
Zululand. He visited the College in January 1992, as did DONALD AVERY (81) who 
was in Zimbabwe on a brief holiday. He is living and working in London. 

ANTHONY MOLLER (71) is living in Hillbrow in Johannesburg, and was able to visit 
the U.K. and Israel in 1991 (Box 1165, Joubert Park, 2044, Johannesburg). While 
living in Durban Anthony occasionally saw NESTOR PIERIDES (&2). His brother, 
DAVID MOLLER (74) is living and working in Cape Town. 

An Article in the Johannesburg newspaper in November 1991, reported that Dr PAT 
CONDY (66) is that city council's new director of conservation. Taking up his duties 
in November, he became the first official municipal conservation officer in the country. 
His duties will include the administration of the Zoo, nature reserves and parks in 
Johannesburg. A qualified zoologist, Pat had his own business before Joining the 
council. Before that he was involved with South Africa's Antarctic programme as a 


researcher and manager of the science programme at Antarctica, Marion and Gough 
Islands. 
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Seen in the March/April 1992 issue of ‘South African Panorama’ was the following in 
connection with a book published by JOHN BURROWS (68) ‘To stimulate greater 
awareness of these graceful plants, a comprehensive work entitled ‘Southern African 
Ferns and Fern Allies’ was published recently. With its excellent colour photography 
and easily readible text, John Burrow's book is a must. He and his wife Sandra have 
already spent eighteen years collecting ferns in the remote regions of Africa. During 
the post-war period of erstwhile Rhodesia, the couple even had a military escort when 
gathering fern specimens. Thanks to this dedicated team future generations will have 
an invaluable record of our fern heritage, even though they may never have the 
privilege of observing these plants in the wild’. 

TONY HARRIS (69) (P.O. Box 413, Pretoria) is married to Judy with three children. 
Working for the Transvaal Museum he is involved in research on Shrikes and 
Bathawks using high technology methods for taxonomy and systematics. 

LES ASHLEY (75) (c/o Bop National Parks Board, P.O. Box 4124, Rustenburg 0300 
RSA) writes that he finally left Zululand in 1990 after a wonderful five years there, 
to take up a lecturing post in the N.E. Transvaal near Kruger National Park. This 
proved to be an exciting year for him and his wife, with two burglaries, a car stolen 
(and recovered)! riots, gross salary mismanagement by the authorities; and the birth 
of their daughter. However, they did enjoy the heat and winter temperatures which 
never fell below 11°C! In 1991 they moved to Rustenburg, where Les was employed as 
a training officer for the Bophuthatswana National Parks Board, ‘a move which has 
been both challenging and motivating! He reports that there are 5 parks which are 
scattered far afield, but that the staff's enthusiasm cannot be praised highly enough. 
Although Les became a Provincial I grade hockey umpire while in Natal, there is no 
longer time for this activity in Rustenburg and after all, ‘Conservation / Resource 
Management is more of a priority in my life — and the planet's!’ 

ROB HOPE-HALL (72) (P.O. Box 78782 Sandton 2146) reports that he and his wife 
Debbie and three children live ona five acre plot in Johannesburg. He and Debbie have 
their own business selling and servicing computers, faxes, copiers and switch-boards. 
He has recently got a job on a local independent radio station, Radio 702, as sports 
braodcaster, which looks to be very exciting with the return of South Africa to 
international sport. During his ten years in S.A. he has played 1st XV rugby for 
Wanderers and Villagers (in Cape Town) and he still plays for the Old Edwardians’ 
‘Madalas’ team. He has run quite a few triathlons, winning a new racing bike at the 
Transvaal Championships some years ago and has done Iron Man four times winning 
silver medals on three occasions. Waterpolo is still his first love, and he plays for the 
Transvaal Masters team after 10 years of full provincial polo. This means that he 
sometimes plays against his elder son, Blair, who plays E. Transvaal Under 21 Water 
Polo. All of this keeps him out of trouble and enables him to drink without looking too 
much like a potato! His brother MARK (73) is a Bobby in the West Midlands 
Constabulary, and is married to Jacquie with two sons and a daughter, and works 
for NCD on the security side. Rob and Andrew plan torun in the Comrades’ Marathon 
this year, a second time for both of them. Rob also has plans for a reunion of the 
members of that unbeaten rugby side of 1972, at the Falcon Old Boys’ weekend, over 
the Falcon-Peterhouse fixtures week-end in the second term this year. 

TED ADLARD (65) is Managing Director of Salzgitter Mining Equipment Manufac- 
turers. He is also Chairman of the Technology Committee of the South African 
Chamber of Business. He lives in Beaulieu, Johannesburg with his wife, Dorothea, 
and son Bryan. His sister BARBARA (73) and her doctor husband live in Nelspruit. 

NADREW MAFFESSANTI (83) (P.O. Box 15 Gaberone, Botswana) finished his BSc at 
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Wits at the end of 1986 and joined The Prudential. Following its merger with Liberty 
Life in 1988 he resigned and joined the management team of a rapidly developing Life 
office in Gaberone, where he still is. He is still studying for the Actuarial exams and 
requires only 3 exams more to qualify. He is contemplating moving to Edinburgh early 
in 1993 to devote more time to completing the exams. He became engaged to Belinda 
Brown in 1990. 

STUART MacGILLIVRAY (61) is living in Port Elizabeth (312 Fernkloof, 36 Park Drive, 
P.E.) and is a partner ina firm of architects. He has seen ADRIAN GARDINER (61) 
who also lives in Port Elizabeth. 

DONALD COCHRAN (66) (6a Westcott Road, Westville, Durban) is the financial 
manager of a waste oil refinery in Durban, after qualifying as a CIS in 1977. He is 
married with 3 children. He reports that he often sees STEWART WILSON (65) who 
ts a member of the same running club. 

RORY DOWNING (66) (P.O. Box 1615 Rivonia 2128) — runs his own management 
consultancy business. He is married and does long distance swimming to keep fit. 
There are many Zimbabwean FOBS at Universities in South AFrica. We have news 
of: 

ANDRE VAN EEDEN (88) who has completed his second year at P.M.B; 

PAUL HUGO (90) is also at P.M.B, doing a degree in Business Management, majoring 
in marketing and advertising. 

MICHAEL HEIN (90) has finished his first year in engineering at Natal. 

Also at P.M.B. are DAVID LASHBROOK (90), ANDREW REID (90), CRAIG DAVEN- 
PORT (90), NEILGAMMON (90) SEBASTIAN BEATON (89) and PAUL RIDGEWELL 
ROY ASHBY (59) P. Bag 10, Francistown is newly based at Kasane in Botswana 
where he is kept busy doing Charter flights. His brother NIGEL (63) (same address) 
continues to run Nata Lodge which from all reports goes from strength to strength. 
Nigel's son, Rolf (90) is now in his second year at Rhodes University. 

SERGIO DE FILIPPO (78) (P.O. Box 63, Francistown) was seen by Alison Ashby who 
reports that he now runs a garage with his parents in Francistown and is keen to re- 
establish contact with the College and FOBS of his era. 

LESTER SHENTON (77) is still farming in the Mkushi district in Zambia, doing seed 
crops and winter wheat. He is married with a son and daughter. His brother NEIL 
(72) is now living in Western Australia and is also married, with 3 children. 

BRUCE SKINNER (78) is working on the Mpongwe Development Scheme as crop mana- 
ger. He got married last year. 

DUNCAN THRESHIE (76) now married, is working with Scripture Union in Lesotho. 

DAVID STEDMAN (70) (P.O. Box 657, Kloof 3640) is married with a daughter. He has 
recently been appointed Plan Manager of Coats Brothers in Durban. He is a keen 
runner having completed the Comrades Marathon ten times earning his green 
number. 

PETER AYLWARD is married to Lorna and has a two year old daughter, Lara. He is 
currently working with the Gencor Mining Group in the investment field. He is also 
studying part-time at Wits doing his M.Sc in Engineering. He does, however, find time 
to play tennis and jog. 

ANDREW DU TOIT (72) (9 Bertha Avenue, Claremont 7700) is married to Prue and they 
have two daughters aged nine and seven. Andrew is a Radiologist having moved from 
Pietermaritzburg to Cape Town in 1990. His main sporting interest is golf but he does 
occasionally swim and play tennis. He does see the following FOBs now and again:- 
PAUL CROSSLAND (72), MARK HODGES (71), RUSSELL FINLAYSON (75) and 
MILES DIVETT (72). 
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/A\UL MINCHER (71) got married to Lesley Williams in 1977 and they have two sons 
aged twelve and ten. The eldest is a good sportsman, whilst the younger is an 
academic, Paul and his family have lived in Benoni since 1984 where he is working 
asan assurance consultant with Momentum Life. He also has other business interests 
in South Africa and Botswana. 


OVERSEAS 


CLIFFORD MORLEY (64) (Fedex House, Nuneaton, Warwickshire, CV114AL) writes 
that after a number of years of travelling the world he has settled down and is now 
head of communications and public relations for the world’s largest all cargo airline 
for the U.K. and Ireland. His brother DAVID (66) has lived on the island of Majorca 
[or the last 5 years. 

\NDREW CAMPBELL (80) is living in London, working as a free-lance sub-editor on 
national newspapers, including the Daily Mail, Daily Express, The Sun and Today. 
He sees PAUL KAUFMAN (76) regularly. Paul is working as a financial advisor for 
a large Pensions and Life Insurance firm in Bristol. Andrew's brother BRUCE (84) 
is back in Harare doing his law articles after a post-graduate year at Tulane 
University in New Orleans, on a Rotary scholarship. 

JOHIN MARAIS (79) and his wife, Charlotte, are still living in Barcelona. They have a 
second child, Edward John, born in August 1991. John starts his second year LLB 
through London University. TED and MARILYN MARAIS (Staff) spent several weeks 
with them in Spain in 1991. 

MICHAEL FLEMING (90) worked in Zambia for most of 1991 with a firm of engineering 
consultants. In October he went to Manchester University to do a 4 year civil 
engineering degree. Burroughs, the firm he worked for in Zambia, has offered him 
vacation employment in Africa. He is finding it difficult to settle into life in the U.K. 

STEPHEN POLES (78) is now functions manager for Whitbread Breweries, and lives in 
London. 

HARRY VAN BEUNINGEN (74) (2055 Azalea Drive, Rosswell, Georgia U.S.A.) is self 
employed, trading financial futures. He has two children and is playing alot of tennis 
as the Atlanta Lawn Tennis Association is the largest league in the world with over 
80 000 players. His brother MAARTEN (70) is now farming in Marondera. He has four 
children, the eldest now at Peterhouse! 

DAVID JAMIESON (62) (28 Gorst Road, London SW 116JE) writes to say that for the 
past 3 years he has been MD of a Market Research company in London, and was 
awarded the Queen's Award for export in 1991. He is now director for International 
Business Development for AGB International and spends most of his time travelling. 

PERRY DOLLAR (86) has completed his Wildlife Management Diploma in Queensland, 
Australia. He spent the last Christmas holidays with his parents in Bulawayo and is 
returning to Australia to do a business management course. 

JONATHAN WELLS (87) (20 Lysander Close, Woodley, Berks RG 54UX) is working for 
Thames Water in Reading doing Energy Management, and is really enjoying life in 
the U.K., at present having no plans to return to Zimbabwe. He sends news of other 
FOBS: 

KDWARD SANKEY (90) is at College in Cambridge and doing very well. 

ANGUS WARD (87) is at present living in Spain. 

ANDREW TWISS (66) is Chief Agronomist for Hippo Valley Estates in the Lowveld. 

IAN BOESEN (84) completed his trade in commercial refrigeration and air-conditioning 
in P.M.B. in 1988, and has since been working in London, Holland and Germany. He 
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has seen RICHARD WAKEFIELD (85) in London, who is in the British Army, and he 

stayed for two weeks with BRENT HYDE-SMITH (82) in Wimbledon. 

JOHN SPARKS (74) (7535 SW 36th Ave, Portland, Oregon, U.S.A.) wrote to us saying 
how much he enjoys reading the Falcon, and catching up on news of FOBS and the 
College. He has been a U.S. resident for the last 16 years, although he has spent time 
working and travelling overseas. At present he is employed by Portland Community 
College, a College which serves about 80 000 students. He teaches English as a Non- 
Native language to immigrants and international students. In all, his programme 
serves about 250 students per term from about 50 different countries. He and his wife 
Christina (who is also a teacher) have a daughter. John writes that he has heard that 
KEITH LANGSDALE (74) is teaching English in Spain. 

ROGER PHILLIPS (64) wrote in February 1991 from Bahrain to say that he works for 
acompany that requires him to travel throughout Europe, the Middle East, Asia and 
Australia. He is now in Papua New Guinea working as Marketing Manager for Air 
Niugini (new address P.O. Box 7186, Boroko NCD Papua New Guinea). He has 
regularly seen HOWARD WOOLFORD (58) and JONATHAN HOWAT (64) who live 
in Bahrain and Oxford respectively. 

BASIL SCHUR (80) writes from The Wolery, RMB 1050 South Coast Highway, P.O. Box 
142, Denmark, Western Australia WA 6333. He completed his BSc at Canberra 
University in 1983, and over the years since has completed two graduate diplomas, 
and is at present working on his Masters degree in Science and Technology Policy in 
Perth. From 1984-86 he was full-time campaign co-ordinator for a comm unity 
organisation to save native forests. During this time he was involved in the excitement 
of political activities aimed at conserving Australia's wonderfully diverse fauna and 
flora. From 1987-89 he was campaigns officer with the Australian Conservation 
Foundation concentrating on forest, agricultural and rangeland conservation issues, 
and since then he has been assistant co-ordinator for Greenhouse Corps. 

“The conservation highlights for me over the past decade have included: 

° being arrested in 1982, along with David Bellamy and other celebrities in the 
Tasmanian rainforest in the eventually successful campaign to stop a hydro- 
electric scheme flooding the Franklin River wilderness 

* being involved in a successful campaign to have a 55 000 hectare Shannon Karri 
Forest National Park declared (in 1988), thus saving an entire river catchment 
containing the second tallest flowering plants in the world, and protecting it from 
a rapacious woodchip and saw-milling industry. 

° working with local resident groups to halt the development of a second export 
woodchip industry based on privately owned native forests in Western Australia. 

ANDREW STEYN (77) wrote from 516, Woodland Street, Orlanda, Florida, 32806, 
U.S.A. telling us something of himself. From 1985 to 1988 he was a captain for Tampa 
Airways in Florida. In 1988 he married, Nanette Halley — the Best man was KEVIN 
FENTON-WELLS (78), and PHILIP CANTON (75) was also at the wedding. He is at 
present working for Revlon Shampoo Products, flying part-time and studying for an 
Airline Transport Pilots licence. In 1988 he flew George Bush's campaign managers 
and lawyers around during the elections. Andrew reports that MARTIN BROOKS 
(74) and RORY JOHNSON (68) also live in the States. 

ROBIN FLEMING (73), who has recently been promoted to Deputy Headmaster at Kings 
College, Auckland, spent a year (1990) teaching at Falcon. He wrote the following 
article about his impressions. 

JOHN DAKIN (61) and his wife, Angela, are spending six months in the U.K. with their 
son Ross. John is teaching at a Comprehensive School in Reading and finding it quite 
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an eye-opener. They are using the weekends to get around, and have visited Colin 
Galloway and his wife and the Reeve-Johnsons. John and Angela will be in Zimbabwe 
in June 1992, and will be visiting Falcon. 

WARWICK HARDY (88) (1 Armoured Division, Transport Regiment, Bunde, Germany 
BFPO 46) wrote to the School in early February, 1992 giving his news. After 
completing his “A” Levels in the U.K. he went to Sandhurst where he was commis- 
sioned into the Royal Corps. of Transport. Whilst at Sandhurst he trained with 
another F.O.B., PETER RIDLEY (85) who went into the Army Air Corps. Shortly 
before going to Sandhurst Warwick married an English girl, Caroline, and they now 
have ason, Andre. He also keeps in contact with another F.O.B., DAVID GARNETT 
(86) who was recently married and where Warwick was Best Man. He has been posted 
to Germany where he now is and he says he is still enjoying playing rugby. Warwick 
is keen to make contact with the friends he was at Falcon with and he would welcome 
a visit from any F.O.B.S. passing through Germany. 


RETURN OF A FALCON 


lor the year 1990 I had the wonderful opportunity to have a teaching exchange to 
|’alcon College. It was a marvellous experience as it allowed me to take my English wife, 
Cheryl, and my two New Zealand children, Shannon and Cain, to the land in which I was 
brought up. It also gave me the chance to return to the school of which I am immensely 
proud to be an Old Boy. 


Having been back in New Zealand a year now it has given me time to reflect back on 
my exchange and to make, I hope, some valued judgement on the school as I see it. To 
begin with though it should be said that it was quite strange returning in a teaching 
capacity, having left sixteen years previously as a schoolboy. Those adolescent years are 
« lime one remembers well as one is at an impressionable age, and certainly my 

econdary school days have left a real mark in my memory. 


Before flying into Zimbabwe I felt I had to prepare my family for the conditions they 
were to experience for the twelve months ahead of them. Coming from a temperate land 
where temperatures are seldom above 30°C and the marine influence brings plenty of 
precipitation, it was important that they were prepared for the heat and long spells of 
drought. I think it would be correct to say that my efforts at conditioning my family were 
(hrown out the window ' on the first day, as we flew into Bulawayo Airport in a torrential 
storm to be met by Gordon and Heather Macdonald. On our drive out to Falcon the 
country was looking beautifully green, and I think Cheryl began to wonder whether we 
had actually landed in the correct country, having been brainwashed about the heat and 
drought conditions. 


We had a few days to settle in and soon we were into a busy term. I suppose the first 
impression I had of the College was that it was very much the same as it had been when 
| left. Strictly speaking this was certainly not the case as many new facilities had been 
built, such as the library, dining hall, the Turner Hall and Chubb House to name but a 
few examples. However, it still felt the same, with the general layout of the College 
remaining identical, and more importantly, the character of the school was just how I 
remembered it! 


It was an interesting and most enjoyable experience being part of the Staff Common 
Room, and rubbing shoulders with teachers who had once pointed the finger at me. I soon 
realised that people like Ian Stewart 9“Ike”, Graham Armstrong (“Rock Jaw”), Ted 
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Marais (“Ted”), Gordon Macdonald (“Sidies”), and Alan Taylor, who had all taught me, 
were actually quite normal. Ian though has developed a fascination for bells, while 
Graham still dances around the squash court like a teenager. Ted plays a mean game 
of tennis in his long white stockings, and has one of the funniest jokes I have ever heard. 
My hockey coach of old, Gordon, has moved with the times and is still as perceptive as 
he ever was about the game, while Alan continues to impress us all with his artistic 
talents. 


I was most encouraged with the attitude to studies and it soon became evident that 
students, on the whole, were aware of the importance of a sound education. I found the 
classroom discipline ofa very high standard, and how refreshing it was to see such a high 
proportion of boys striving to do well. 


Being a keen sportsman myself, it was pleasing to note that the standard of sport had 
remained very high. Falcon may not be blessed with a fabulous gymnasium, but there 
would be few schools that have such immaculate playing fields. Having such a beautiful 
climate one does not really need to be indoors anyway, and it was satisfying to see the 
fields being fully utilised. 


Culturally too it was encouraging to see students involving themselves in a variety 
of activities, from House Singing and the Choir to Academic Challenge and the Drama 
Production. The long list of clubs and societies is extremely impressive and there would 
be few schools in the world that cater for such a wide range of interests. Falcon gives 
every boy the opportunity to become fully involved, and my only regret is that I did not 
make more use of those opportunities when I was at school. 


There is no doubt Falcon College is unique and I am convinced more than ever, that 
many of its strengths lie in its physical isolation. It has had to use its initiative during 
difficult times and had to adapt to change. Fortunately it has had a band of dedicated 
teachers who have always aimed at reaching a balance and how successful they have 
been in their efforts. The diligence and happiness of the staff is a reflection of the 
leadership that exists at the College, and would like to pay tribute to Neil and Sue Todd 
for the wonderful work that they have done. They take a special interest in people and 
make everyone feel part of the family; that is what in many ways Falcon is, a family. I 
am most grateful to them both for giving my family and me the wonderful experience of 
being at Falcon in 1990. 


Iremember vividly one night in late October of that year when I was standing outside 
our garden with my five year old son, gazing at the heavens. My son, in an enthusiastic 
tone exclaimed, “Daddy, it's so clear out here it feels as though you could reach out and 
touch one of those stars.” To me that summed it all up. Here we were in this unique little 
place on earth, isolated from the chaos that exists in so many places in a school that was 
well balanced, had direction, and was producing men who would be leaders of tomorrow. 
In a strange sense which is difficult to explain, Falcon somehow seemed to be elevated, 
and here we were having this wonderful opportunity to explore further. How lucky we 
were. 


Sic itur ad astra. 
ROBIN FLEMING 
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News of Former Staff 


In February a greeting was sent from the staff and schoolboys of the College to DOUGAL 
TURNER on the occasion of his 70th birthday. He and Jill still live in Johannesburg. 

GLYNNE AND RAY JONES continue to enjoy life in Bulawayo. They spent time over 
Christmas with their daughters ‘Andy’ in England and Pru in Australia. They are 
regular visitors to the College, coming out for sporting and official functions. 

MONTY WOOLLEY visited Zimbabwe in July 1991, spending a few days at Falcon. It 
gave him great pleasure to watch the Falcon 1st XV rugby beat Plumtree at Plumtree! 

DAVID HUNT (The White House, Hertford Heath, Herts SG13 7PR) writes to say that 
after 14 years housemastering at Haileybury he was appointed Bursar there from 
September 1991. Before taking up his appointment he enjoyed a year's sabbatical, 
teaching for 6 months at The Doon School in India and for 4 months at Grenoble 
University, in France. 

We recently received a video tape on new education plans for Cheltenham College in the 
U.K. from PETER AND ALICE WILKES. Peter is the Headmaster there and we 
enjoyed the fleeting glimpse of Peter and Alice, who hosted Her Majesty the Queen on 
her visit to the College. 

NON AND JILL REEVE-JOHNSON are still at Rugby. GARY (84) is in his 4th year of 
veterinary science at Edinburgh University, while Helen their elder daughter spent 
some time at Falcon in August. 

BETTY McAULAY has moved back to southern Africa, and is living in Johannesburg, 
where she regularly sees AUDREY SOUTTAR. Betty made a fleeting trip to Zimba- 
bwe to see son RICHARD (78) but was not able to visit the College. 

JOHN AND JOAN STAKESBY-LEWIS are still in Bulawayo, and both teach at Girls’ 
College. John is writing a Maths Text Book. They have two daughters — one at 
University and one in her final year of school. 

PETER AND JENNY STEYN were welcome guests on another fleeting visit to the 
College. Peter continues to travel widely and occasionally Jenny is able togowith him. 
Countries he visits are as widely disparate as Antarctica and Botswana! 

DAVID AND WENDY STEVENS's youngest son Jonathan is working at the College 
before going to University in the U.K. in September. 
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